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Main bottom apparel from Urban Tactical Line®. Keeping the impression of casual 
pants, the UTP® provide load bearing capabilities and comfort typical for strictly 
utilitarian constructions. Designed for Law Enforcement operators, Urban Tactical 
Pants® enable carrying all essential equipment around hips and thighs line. 
Low-profile pocket setup keeps the EDC gear and ammo close to body's center of 
gravity, which, combined with stretchable fabric, leads to fluent and quick tactical 
movements. Furthermore, all these solutions give the outcome of clear and useful 
product for concealed carry tasks. UTP® are available in two raw material options, 
for hot and moderate climate as well. 
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I have just finished writing the Contents section for 
this months issue. I confess I had found putting this 
month's Raider together something of a task and as l 
laid out what you can find inside l began to realise why 
- there is a lot in here this month! 

This is the second of out three free giveaways so 
you can read Raider online at exactly no cost to you, a 
bargain at any time but well worth the nothing it'll cost 
for this issue. 

This month, Trampas gets all warm and fuzzy about 
the Savage Mark // bolt action 22, a rifle for which he 
makes some great claims. Find out why on page 9. 

We take a look at one of the most recent products 
from Opinel, scions of French knife making on page 
5 and resolve that we really should do a piece on this 
company in the future! 

Our regular Survival piece is something a bit 
different this month, giving you the chance to literally 
win a bagful of goodies from Pro Force, page 12 will tell 
you more. 

If you have the slightest interest in either the tactical 
or the outdoors world (and we assume you do because 
you're here) you will know ofCordura. What you might 
not know is exactly what lies behind that name. We 
visited them in the UK and it was eye-opening to say 
the least, find out more on Page 14. 

What else do we have? The usual goodies, 
Deployment and Everyday Essentials looks at kit we 
think you should look at, we take a tent fora test drive 
and manage not to end up wrapped in guy-ropes, a 
review of one of the most complete histories of the 
Battle of Britain, a light trip through the history and 
possible future of Britain's contentious battle rifle the 
SA80 and a whole host of tactical loveliness from Blue 
Force Gear and HSGI and instead of trying to throw 
you out of aeroplanes, we suggest a great way to take 
control of one... 

And that still isn't everything! 

Go find a shady spot, crack open a cold one and sit 
back and while away the summer hours - I'm off to 
start on the next Raider adventure! 


Until the next issue, have fun and stay safe! 




Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles in this magazine, 
but the publisher accepts no responsibility for any errors contained in 
material from independent sources or authors. Reproduction in whole 
or part of any text, photography or illustration in any form without 
permission from the publisher/editor is strictly prohibited. We welcome 
articles, photographs or artwork. Raider Magazine cannot be held 
responsible for any loss or damage to unsolicited material. Please 
enclose a SAE if you wish your material to be returned. Competitions 
will be judged on the dates specified. No correspondence will be entered 
into and the judge’s decision is final. In the event of the published prize 
not being available due to circumstances beyond the control of the 
magazine, a suitable alternative of similar value will be provided. 
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Qi recycle 


When you have finished with 
this magazine please recycle it. 
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SPECIALIST KNIVES 




PRICE: 
AVAILABLE FROM 


EXPECTTO PAY AROUND £22.99 
WWW.OPINEL.COM 


IT’S HARD TO IMAGINE THAT ANYONE WITH 
A PASSING INTEREST IN KNIVES DOESN’T 
EITHER KNOW THE NAME OPINEL OR OWN AT 
LEAST ONE OFTHEIR KNIVES... 

The Opinel story begins in 19th century France with Joseph 
Opinel who upon joining his father’s business began 
looking for an object that could be mass produced. His 
father preferred to hand-make tools and was opposed to 
his son’s new-fangled ways. That notwithstanding Joseph 
persisted and in 1897 the Opinel series of folding knives 
was introduced. Available in 12 sizes, his idea was that his 
knives would suitable for all hand sizes. The knife remained 
essentially unchanged until 1955 when Opinel added the 
Virobloc lock was added, bringing the total number of parts 
involved in each knife to the heady total of five! Virobloc 
was a deceptively simple but hugely effective rotating lock 
which prevented the blade closing whilst in use. It was 
added to all Opinel knives from 2000 onwards and was 
modified to also lock the blade in it’s closed position as well. 

The enduring attraction of the Opinel range is their 
simplicity - no springs, only one pin, a simple wooden 
handle. Opinels are available in many forms these days, 
high carbon or stainless blades, coloured wooden handles 
or highly polished horn and in the Specialist series, modern 
polymers. 

The Outdoor is part of this Specialist series. At it’s heart 
it’s a No. 8 knife with a 85mm blade which has a 35mm 
serrated edge in addition to the complex bevel clip point. 

The blade is made from Sandvic 12C27 stainless steel which 
makes for a blade capable of taking and holding a very sharp 
edge whilst exhibiting a high degree of corrosion resistance. 

The handle is composed of two polymers which are both 
water-proof and resistant to large temperature range. The 
blade incorporates a shackle key, for the sailors out the and 
there is a llOdb whistle moulded into the end of the handle. 

Holding the knife without looking at it you could be 
forgiven for thinking you have a normal No. 8 in your hand. 


The shape and profile of the handle is pure Opinel 
and they have seen no reason to change the shape of 
the knife. The Virobloc will keep the blade shut until 
you need it, although personally we are unsure just 
how valuable that feature is. Locking the blade when 
open is fine, but Opinels are not known for opening 
accidentally. The blade is relatively thick at 2.5mm 
which gives the Outdoor a stiff, workmanlike feel - this 
is a knife designed for hard work. The plain edge of the 
blade does indeed take an exceedingly sharp edge but 
like all stainless blades the steel is hard and it can be 
harder work to get an edge on than the high-carbon 
blades found on other knives in the range. 

You cannot review the Outdoor, or indeed any Opinel 
knife, without effectively reviewing the entire range. 
This would effectively be the same knife as a standard 
No. 8 were the handle made of wood and although 
the blade shape is different it is functionally the same 
knife. It is true that the polymer handle isn’t going to 
swell in the wet, something that can happen and make 
the blade difficult to open which is a major plus if the 
knife is going to be taken out on the water or drenched 
in the great outdoors. 

The thickness of the blade is a significant 
improvement for a knife that is intended for hard use, 
it’s not that the standard knives are overly delicate, 
more that this is functionally more rugged. The 
traditional handle shape combined with the improved 
grip offered by the polymer is a definite improvement 
over the standard beech wood handle for a knife 
intended for use in cold or wet environments. 

We weren’t sure that the Opinel knife could be 
improved, at least within it’s own terms of reference. 

We would hate to see the traditional birch knives 
disappear and there is in truth little chance of that! The 
Specialist range, and the Outdoor in particular however 
are a valuable and welcome addition making the tried 
and tested Opinel design and strengths more relevant 
to a new generation of users. 


“ AT IT’S HEART IT’S A NO. 8 KNIFE 
WITH A 8BMM BLADE WHICH 
HAS A 35MM SERRATED EDGE IN 
ADDITION TO THE COMPLEX BEVEL 
CLIP POINT. THE BLADE IS MADE 
FROM SANDVIC 12C27 STAINLESS 
STEELWHICH MAKES FORABLADE 
CAPABLE OFTAKING AND HOLDING 
AVERYSHARPEDGEWHILST 
EXHIBITING A HIGH DEGREE OF 
CORROSION RESISTANCE” 


OUTDOOR 


OPNEL 
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WHAT'S HOT 

FROM AROUND 

THE WORLD 

NEW SIGHTS FOR THE SCOUT SP, THE DEFENCE MINISTER VISITS BRITISH TROOPS 
STILL IN AFGHANISTAN , KAHR ARMS LAUNCH AN INNOVATIVE ON-LINE SHOOTING 
COMPETITION AND WE SAY GOODBYE TO THE LAST SURVIVING DAMBUSTER PILOT. 


KAHR ARMS SPEED SHOOTING OONTEST! 


We freely confess that this is of more interest to our friends across the pond 
but it caught our attention for a couple of reasons - firstly videos of extreme 
shooting are always worth a look and secondly we were impressed by Kahr’s 
use of internet technology to enable shooters from very disparate geographical 
locations to take part. What a great time to be alive! 

If you would like to know more, or to participate, head over to Kahr Arms 
website : www.kahr.com 

How fast is fast? If you believe that you excel at rapid, but perfectly controlled 
shooting skills, now is the time to prove it - and earn some nice “swag” while 
you do it. Kahr Firearms Group (KFG) invites all shooters, 18-years or older, to 
participate in the KFG 2015 YouTube Video Speed Shooting Contest. Bragging 
rights may only earn a nice pat on the back, but the grand prize for this YouTube 
contest is worth far more. Kahr is offering the winner $5,000 in value on any 
Kahr Firearms Group products which includes; Kahr, Magnum Research and 
Auto-Ordnance. 

“Last year, through our Long-Range Shooting Contest, we challenged 
people to help us dispel the myth that accuracy is sacrificed in exchange for 
a smaller sized pistol when shooting long-range.” stated Justin Moon, CEO of 
Kahr Firearms Group. “This year, we are reaching out to shooting enthusiasts 
once again asking them to show us what they can do when shooting one of our 
products very rapidly, safely, and accurately at just 10 yards or more. I feel 
confident that the videos will more than demonstrate just how effective Kahr, 
Magnum Research and Auto-Ordnance firearms really are.” 

In support of the universe of Kahr Firearms Group fans, we invite each of 
them to submit a video of them rapidly shooting any Kahr, Magnum Research 
or Auto-Ordnance firearm at 10 yards or more, and then posting it to YouTube. 
Next, provide a URL link directly to KFG and the winner will be determir 
the video that has garnered a combination of the most Views and Likes, i .. 
contest period runs September 1, 2015 through November 30, 2015 and the 

winner will be announced on December 16, 2015. 

The Speed Shooting Contest video must be at least 30-seconds to no 
more than 5-minutes in length, and must be original footage. The 
footage must demonstrate shooting at 10-yards or more, exclusively 
using any of the Kahr Firearm Group products. 



LES MUNRO; LAST OF THE 'DAM BUSTERS' DIES 


It was with sadness that we heard of the 
death of New Zealander Les Munro who 
was the last surviving pilot from the 
famous ‘Dambuster’ raid launched against 
a number of dams in Germany during WWII. 

Squadron Leader Les Munro, who has 
died aged 96, was the last surviving pilot 
to have taken part on the Dambusters raid, 
which attacked the Ruhr Dams in May 1943. 

Munro’s Lancaster was one of the first 
to take off on the night of May 16. Their 
target was the Sorpe Dam. Flying at a very 
low level over the Dutch island of Vlieland, 
the bomber was badly damaged by 
anti-aircraft fire. The radios and electrical 
system were disabled but, crucially, so was 
the intercommunication system between 
members of the crew. Without this it was 
impossible to carry out the precise attack 
from a height of 60 feet, so with great 
reluctance, Munro turned for his home 
base at Scampton, near Lincoln, still with 
his “bouncing bomb” on board. 

Like all the pilots and crews of 617 


Squadron, Munro was there from the 
very start and was finally ‘retired’ as a 
Flight Commander shortly after D-Day 
in 1944. Although 617 Squadron is best 
know for the Dams raid (for which it was 
specifically formed), it went on to develop 
radical new skills in areas such as target 
marking and precision bombing, including 
the use of both Tallboy and Grand Slam 
bombs, designed by Sir Barnes Wallis who 
came up with the original concept of the 
bouncing bomb. 

Anyone wishing to know more about the 
raid itself, and 617 Squadron in particular 
could do much worse than to seek out 
Paul Brickhill’s book “The Dambusters”. 

For some of us here at Raider, the tales of 
these men’s courage, skill and willingness 
to do what was required formed an 
important part of our childhood. The 
sense of awe we felt when reading about 
these men the first time hasn’t faded with 
the passing years. 

Our condolences go to Les Munros family. 
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SCOUT SPECIALIST VEHICLE 



Thales UK, based in Glasgow, will supply the sights for the Scout Specialist Vehicle (SV) programme under 
a contract with General Dynamics UK, based in Wales. Designed by General Dynamics UK, the MOD is 
buying 589 Scout SV for the Armed Forces through a £3.5 billion manufacturing contract signed last year. 
The 589 new armoured fighting vehicles will be the “eyes and ears” of the British Army on the battlefields 
of the future. 

Amongst the 589 packages of equipment produced will be the Primary Sight, which will enable 
commanders to maintain a 360° view of their surroundings. It includes wide-area search-and-detect 
capability that automatically locates and tracks potential targets from their thermal signature, alerting the 
vehicle’s crew to their presence. 

All the equipment will be built at Thales UK’s cutting edge optronics facility on the Clyde in Glasgow, 
sustaining 40 highly skilled engineering and manufacturing jobs. 

Defence Secretary, Michael Fallon, said: “These latest contracts on the Scout SV programme show that 
Defence spending benefits the whole of the UK, with investment boosting local economies and creating 
jobs nationwide, from Scotland to Wales. This Government has committed to increase defence spending 
each year for the rest of the decade, alongside a £160 billion Equipment Plan for our Armed Forces, which 
will give them the kit they need. Our investment in Defence will not only help to keep Britain safe but is 
creating and sustaining jobs and key skills in industries right across the UK.” 

The Defence Secretary made the announcement as he was visiting the headquarters of the MOD’S 
Defence Equipment and Support (DE&S) organisation in Bristol. 

As the army’s first fully digitised armoured fighting vehicle, Scout SV will be effective in the most 
difficult terrains around the world and by selecting the most advanced and appropriate systems for Scout 
SV, we can be sure that the UK’s Armed Forces will have the very best equipment possible. 

The UK’s defence industry is worth billions of pounds and generates economic benefits for communities 
across Scotland, through jobs, supporting services and - as today’s announcement shows - contracts 
through the supply chain. 


f BRITISH TROOPS 

PRAISED FOR THEIR 
CONTINUING ROLE 
IN AFGHANISTAN 


Following the major draw-down of British forces in Afghanistan nearly a year ago, it is tempting to 
forget that the commitment of British troops there is not over. 

The Defence Secretary, Michael Fallon visited Afghanistan to personally thank the troops still 
working hard to ensure peace in the region for their efforts. 

Visiting 10 months after the draw down from UK combat operations, Mr Fallon also reaffirmed 
our long-term commitment to Afghanistan through the NATO Resolute Support mission. Almost 
500 British service personnel are currently deployed in Afghanistan, assisting with a range of 
tasks including mentoring, counter terrorism and force protection. 

During his visit, Mr Fallon received an update on British military mentors helping to develop the 
next generation of army officers at the Afghan National Army Officer Academy (ANAOA). The first 
249 graduated from the ANAOA in 2014 and the first female Afghan cadets successfully completed 
their training in June; a landmark event for the country’s National Army. And he saw the UK 
mentored Afghan security force in action, performing a complex training operation. 

Speaking from Afghanistan, the Defence Secretary said: “The UK can be proud of what has 
been achieved here. The terrorist threat in Afghanistan and also back home in the UK has been 
significantly reduced. People of both nations are safer thanks to the work of our service men 
and women. The Afghans are now determining their own future and leading security across their 
country. With our continued support, there is a real opportunity to cement this progress and 
secure a better future for Afghanistan.” 
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THE SAVAGE ARMS 
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MARK II 



SAVAGE ARMS MARK II REVIEW 



WHEN ONE LOOKS AT TODAY’S SHOOTING SPORTS, THE ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY 
ARE ABSOLUTELY AMAZING. WE LIVE IN A TIME WHERE YOU CAN NOW FIND A SCOPE TO 
NOT ONLY RANGE THE DISTANCE TO YOUR TARGET BUT MAKE THE NEEDED ADJUSTMENTS 
AS WELL LIGHTS, LASERS, RED DOTS AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN SLOWLY DRIFT 
TOWARD REMOVING THE HUMAN SKILL FACTOR OUT OF SIMPLE MARKSMANSHIP. IN THE 
DAYS OF HISTORY’S MOST NOTABLE SHOOTERS SUCH AS DAVY CROCKETT, VASILY ZAYTSEV, 
AND CARLOS HATHCOCK OR EVEN AS RECENT AS CHRIS KYLE, THERE IS NOBODY WHO 
DISCREDITS THESE MEN’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS DUETO THE TECHNOLOGY OFTHE DAY. THE 
MASTERY OF BASIC MARKSMANSHIP FUNDAMENTALS IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR 
DUTIES IS WHAT RIGHTLY EARNED THESE SHARPSHOOTERS THEIR WAY INTO HISTORY. 


As a retired Deputy Sheriff having served as 
a SWAT sniper unit for most of my career, you 
would be hard pressed to find a more serious 
student of the great shooters of our time than 
I. Starting at the age of 6 years old, I followed 
the rite of passage of most boys in the southern 
United States by having my father teach me how 
to shoot. Coming from a line of accomplished 
riflemen in both my father and grandfather, I 
spent hours talking about windage, hold over, 
adjustments and trigger control. By the time I 
was old enough to join the Sheriffs office after 
college, law enforcement firearms training was 
a cake walk. Through the early 2000’s, I was 
fortunate enough to be privy to some pretty 
cool toys in my career such as high end scopes, 
night vision and advantaged target systems for 
training. After shooting the first perfect sniper 
course score in seven years at the North Carolina 
SWAT Competition back in 2006, 1 had a lot of 
guys wanting to know what equipment I regularly 
used and the secrets to how I sharpened my skills 


on a regular basis given the high cost of shooting 
.308 match grade ammunition. The answer then 
is the same is it has ever been and ever will be, 
by using a simple .22 bolt action rifle. 

While I have had several good .22 rifles come 
and go in my collection, I now have one that 
has really captured my heart. My favorite rifle 
for training, plinking and even hunting for 
the past 4 years has been the Savage Arms 
Mark II FV-SR. This rifle offers all the same 
basic fundamentals of larger rifles but on a 
smaller and more affordable platform. Years 
ago, I lived in the country side and could shoot 
freely on a daily basis. These days living in the 
suburbs of Jacksonville, Florida, the woods 
behind my backyard fence in my well-manicured 
neighborhood is as much country side as I get 
to see if I am not out and about hunting or 
camping. The Savage Mark II FV-SR has become 
my defense against all furry things that go bump 
in the night eating out of my trash cans and 
turning over flower pots. 



■ SPECS 

Like its larger .17 and .22 Mag counterparts in the 
Savage 93, the Mark II is a basic bolt action rifle 
fed by a 5 or 10 round magazine. The Mark II is 
not a new design, having been offered for years 
in a wood stock as well as the synthetic stock the 
FV-SR model comes standard with. The newer 
FV-SR model of the Mark II design sets itself apart 
with several more desirable features for those 
looking for a great target or mini-tactical rifle. 

The most noticeable feature of the FV-SR is its 
16.5 inch black carbon steel bull barrel with a 
1/16 twist that is great for stabilizing 40 grain 
ammunition. This solid constructed barrel offers 
very comfortable vibration-free off hand shooting 
and the weight reducing flutes running down the 
barrel help keep the rifle’s weight closer to the 
body, while theoretically aiding in cooling. At the 
end of the barrel, there is a knurled barrel nut 
which is easily unscrewed with two fingers to 
reveal a Vz x 28 pitch threaded barrel crown. This 
feature is instrumental in my return to being able 
to shoot daily while living in the suburbs via the 
use of a suppressor. 

At the heart of the rifle is Savage’s patented 
AccuTrigger design which can be fully adjusted 
from 1.5lbs to 6lbs. Straight out of the box, 
the trigger weight on my FV-SR was a very 
comfortable and crisp 3.4lbs. I should note, the 
stated pull weight is almost half that of most 22 
calibre rifles currently on the market here in the 
United States aside from a few great CZ models 
floating around for sale. 

As with any bolt action, the range of bolt throw 
and smoothness of movement are critical in 
accurate, well placed follow up shots... 
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This is nowhere more critical than when you have 
multiple squirrels in need of being dispatched and 
time is of the essence after the first shot is broke. 
The FV-SR’s bolt takes a cue from high end target 
and tactical rifles in the use of an over-sized bolt 
knob. The large knob is easy to quickly engage 
and manipulate the bolt to chamber another 
round with lightning speed with very little 
movement or change in shooting position. The 
bolt moves smoothly and locks into battery as 
tight as a bank vault with a very positive motion. 

Unlike most .22 rifles, the Mark II FV-SR does 
not come with iron sights. This rifle was designed 
from the ground up to be used with optics in order 
to get the most out of its accuracy. Spanning over 
its action, the FV-SR has a well-built Picatinny rail 
specifically for mounting optics. I chose a 6-18x40 
“Sweet 22” series scope by BSA. Mainly, I decided 
on the 6-18 power due to my local gun shop being 
out of stock on the 4-12x 40 scope of the same 
series when I went to purchase one. Since then, I 
have come to thoroughly enjoy my second choice. 

Aside from the scope, the only change I have 
had to make to the rifle is the addition of an 
adjustable 6”-9” bipod from Caldwell. With this 
addition, I can make much more stable bench and 
prone shots than I ever could freehand without 
adding much weight to the overall package. With 
a stripped weight of 5.6lbs, the rifle with rings, 
scope and bipod are still well under 8lbs and 
comfortable to carry in the field all day. 


■ RANGETIME 


Recently, I paid a 
visit to a fellow gun 
writer and shooter, 

Craig Reinolds at his home, in which part of 
the property is affectionately nicknamed The 
Swamp. On my trip, I took along the Savage Mark 
II FV-SR to enjoy plinking in the wooded back lot 
of his property. It is this back lot known as The 
Swamp that Craig has set up the area for testing 
everything from firearms to the latest techniques 
in Bushcrafting. Despite a bit of the traditional 
mid-day Florida summer rain storms, we were 
able to enjoy a couple of hours taking turns fine 
tuning the rifle. 

With the assistance of an Outback II 
suppressor from Gemtech and 45 grain 
Suppressor 22 LR subsonic Hollow Point 
ammunition from CCI, hearing protection was 
far from being needed. The rifle produced a 
small “pop” as it was fired; barely audible to 
the human ear. Despite the quiet report, the 
ammunition is far from harmless. The 45 grain 
projectile leaving the barrel at around 970 FPS 
is more than capable of putting down any small 
game from the previously mentioned squirrels 
to trash raiding raccoons. 

As we took aim at targets ranging from 25 to 
50 yards, Craig and I managed to accomplish 
some very impressive groupings through the 
falling rain using a simple “Y” shaped branch as 


“IF LONGER RANGES WITH THE 
.22 LR PLATFORM IS MORE YOUR 
STYLE, THE PERFORMANCE OF 
THE SAVAGE MARK II HOLDS 
ATRUE1 MOAORLESS 
MATCHED WITH CCI'S 40 
GRAIN STANDARD VELOCITY 
AMMUNITION AT DISTANCES 
OUT TO 75 YARDS. PUSHING 
AROUND 1070,THIS LOAD STILL 
PROVIDESAVERY QUIET REPORT 
AND ACCURATE RESULTS!” 


a makeshift shooting stick to support our hold. 

It was not uncommon for both of us to have 
10 shot groups well within a dime at 25 yards 
and inside a nickel out to 50 yards, with most 
using the same jagged hole. With and without 
the suppressor, there was no noticeable impact 
shift. The only substantial shift came as the 
barrel fouled more and more after 30 or 40 
shots. With the use of a Bore Snake by Hoppe’s, 
the barrel was immediately back in action after 
only 3 or 4 passes with the cleaning rope. At 
a cost of approximately $15 each, a good Bore 
Snake is worth purchasing to keep with every 
firearm you own in various calibers. 

If longer ranges with the .22 LR platform is more 
your style, the performance of the Savage Mark II 
holds a true 1 MOA or less matched with CCI’s 40 
grain standard velocity ammunition at distances 
out to 75 yards. Pushing around 1070, this load 
still provides a very quiet report and deadly 
accurate results! Even through the rain, a 5 shot 
group at 100 yards measured less than 1.5 inches. 
One key note to take into account is the slight 
shift in impact due to the faster round. The left 
and right are perfectly intact, but the standard 
velocity load tends to hit just less than an inch 
higher than its suppressor ready counterpart. 

I have on one occasion placed a head shot an 
annoying buzzard pitched atop an old oak tree at 
125 yards with this rifle and load combination on a 
warm April day with very little wind. 


R E 
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■ FINAL THOUGHTS 

When you look at the .22 market, there 
are few true utility rifles that offer a 
suppressor ready option without having 
to buy an aftermarket Green Mountain 
or Volquartsen barrel. Savage not only 
provided a new option for the Mark II 
platform, but in my opinion, upgraded the 
.22 LR game completely. 

In the grand scheme of things, the 
Savage Mark II FV-SR .22 rifle is not the 
ultimate tactical or sporting rifle, but 
it is one of the most fun firearms you 
could ever own. While this rifle could be 
deployed successfully as a tactical tool 
for eliminating security lights and guard 
dogs before a law enforcement or military 
operation, the main goal of the FV-SR is to 
provide a highly accurate and fun “do all” 
rifle. Like any .22 rifle, it’s a great way to 
exercise your core firearm fundamentals 
and not get caught up in just pulling the 
trigger to hear it go bang. 



THIS RIFLE IS LIGHT ENOUGH TO 
HELPTEACH YOUNGER SHOOTERS 
THE ART OF PRECISION SHOOTING 
WHILE THE ACCURACY IS SHARP 
ENOUGH TO KEEPWELL-SEASONED 
SHOOTERS AND AGING SWAT SNIPERS 
INTERESTED PLINKING FOR HOURS 
IN THE BACKYARD. WITH A MSRP OF 
$289 US, THIS RIFLE IS AROUND 30% 
MORE EXPENSIVETHAN YOUR BASIC 
GENERIC. 22 RIFLE, BUT EASILYTHREE 
TIMES MORE RIFLE FOR THE PRICE. I 
CONSIDER THE MARK II FROM SAVAGE 
AS ONE OF MYTOP 10 RIFLES TO HAVE 
IN YOUR GUN SAFE. TO CHECK OUT 
THE FV-SR AND OTHER GREAT RIFLES 
FROM SAVAGE, VISIT THEM AT WWW. 
SAVAGEARMS.COM. 
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SURVIVAL: THE APOCALYPSE BAG - THE APOCALYPSE 


SURVIVAL 

THE APOCALYPSE BAG! 


SURVIVAL THIS MONTH IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT - VICTORIA TICKLE FROM 
HIGHLANDER-OUTDOORS TAKES A LOOK AT ONE OF OUR FAVOURITE BITS 
OF KIT - THE GO/GRAB/SURVIVAL/PREP/CALL-IT-WHAT-YOU-WILL BAG. 
WE HAVE COVERED THIS BEFORE, WHAT IS SPECIAL THIS MONTH IS THAT 
YOU COULD SCOOP AN EPIC PRIZE AND WIN PRETTY MUCH EVERYTHING 
MENTIONED HERE - SEE BELOW FOR MORE DETAILS. 


The Apocalypse, it’s a fictional idea that ranges from the outlandish - alien takeover, massive sea 
monsters or a Mad Max style dictatorship, to the fun-but-it-shouldn’t-be zombie apocalypse or robot 
uprising. But it also has an all to real possibility: an EMP causes industrial collapse, an infection 
devastates the global population, the nuclear holocaust irradiates the majority of life or a natural 
disaster overwhelms numerous populations. 

We hope it never happens but if it strikes there is very little we will likely be able to do to stop it: 
but survival can be possible for the prepared. Keep your Apocalypse Bag well stocked and in a place 
that you can get to if the Four Horsemen draw near. It’s impossible to prepare for every possibility, 
but the following guide will give you as good of a chance as you can hope for. The following pack is 
designed for solo survival, but can easily be adapted to accommodate group survival. 

Here at Raider we take this stuff reasonably seriously and although this is bit tongue in cheek 
we have written before about the importance of a survival bag. In co-operation with Highlander 
Outdoors (www.highlander-outdoors.com) we are giving you the opportunity to win a completely 
loaded Apocalypse Bag, all you need to add are clothes and food! Head over to the Raider Facebook 
page and get entering! (You'll find all the details on our page) This prize is worth around £550 
all-in, but if you ever need it, it'll be priceless. 



SURVIVAL CAN BE 
POSSIBLE FORTHE 
PREPARED. KEEP 
YOUR APOCALYPSE 
BAG WELL STOCKED 
AND IN A PLACE THAT 
YOU CAN GET TO IF 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN 
DRAW NEAR. IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
PREPARE FOR EVERY 
POSSIBILITY, BUT 
OUR GUIDE SHOULD 
GIVE YOU AS GOOD 
OF A CHANCE AS YOU 
CAN HOPE FOR. 


1: A DECENT MEDIPACK 

Supplies can always be found en-route (avoid 
hospitals and doctors surgeries as these will be the 
first places to be over-run or wiped out. Instead try 
vet clinics, they have a huge amount of supplies that 
can transverse the human and animal kingdoms) but 
a decent starter pack can prove invaluable. 


2: WATERPROOF POUCHES 

As long it’s still possible to use a mobile phone you 
should protect it and its charger. A waterproof pouch 
that allows touch screen activity will keep your 
phone or anything else safe from water damage. If 
electricity is available keep your charger to hand to 
top-up your devices. 


3: A ‘SURVIVAL KIT’ 

These kits often come with rudimentary survival 
tools and don’t take up too much space in your bag, 
but will be very important for survival. It should 
include: Flint, a hacksaw blade, a compass, wire saw, 
pencil, fishing tools, razor blades, sewing kit, knife, 
striker, mirror, waterproof matches, safety pins, an 
emergency water carrier, an emergency whistle, a 
candle, vinyl tape and cotton balls. 


4: A SURVIVAL SHELTER 

These will keep you safe from the elements when 
building a shelter or finding one is near impossible. 
It’s not going to be the most comfortable rest, but 
it’ll help save your life. 


5: A MULTITOOL 

It’s just a sensible thing to have, you will be surprised 
how often a screwdriver or pliers can come in useful 
in life/death situations. 


6: WATER PURIFICATION TABLETS 

Water will be your most valuable resource, survival 
without food is possible for a few days, but you will 
need water every day - a minimum of 1L per person 
per day. Rivers are a great source of water, food and 
navigation. 


7: A COMPASS 

Whilst there may be one in your kit bag, it's a good 
idea to have a larger, more reliable compass to hand. 


8: A WATER FILTER 

The purification tablets will run out eventually, you’ll 
need a back-up. These are also great for filtering 
water for more than one person, should you happen 
to find another survivor that you trust. 

9: FIRE STARTING (NON-MATCH) 

Again, there should be weather-proof matches 
and flint in your survival kit, but the importance 
of fire cannot be underestimated, therefore extra 
fire-making supplies should be carried (see also 27). 
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10: FLASHLIGHT 

Light will be needed at some point and a strong yet 
compact flashlight will be useful for obvious reasons, 
(see also 13 and 14) 

11: THE BAG 

This is one of the most important pieces of gear - it 
quite literally holds your survival. You need it to be 
lightweight, large enough to carry what you need 
and still have space for items you’ll pick up along the 
way. It also needs to be comfortable. 

12: INSECT REPELLENT 

It might sound like a luxury, but keeping stinging and 
biting insects at bay will help you in your survival. 

13: HEADLAMP 

There might be a time where you’ll need both hands 
and light. A headlamp covers this perfectly. 

14: SOLAR POWERED TORCH 

One day the batteries will run out on your other 
sources of light (if you aren’t using fire) and a torch 
that has renewable energy will be a great advantage. 

15: GENERAL PURPOSE ROPE 

A sensible thing to carry and will have many uses. 

16: A HEAD OVER’ 

A multi-purpose head covering will be great for a 
variety of situations. Try to get something that can 
cover your airways and your head. 

17: WALKING SOCKS 

This one is no joke. When disaster strikes you are 
unlikely to be wearing footwear that will adequately 
protect against blisters or be suitable for hours upon 
hours of walking. Grab your pack and change into 
these at the earliest safe opportunity. 

18: STURDY BOOTS 

Like the socks, you’re unlikely to have adequate 
footwear on when you really need it. Pack a decent 
pair of military or walking boots and you’ll be glad 
you have it in a SHTF situation. 

19: WATERPROOFS TROUSERS 

A pair of waterproof over-trousers will help to keep 
you comfortable and dry when the rain hits. They will 
pack away small when not needed. 



20: WATERPROOFS JACKET 

Like the waterproof over-trousers, this will help to 
keep you comfortable and dry when the rain hits. 
They will pack away small when not needed. 

21: LEATHER/WORKING GLOVES: 

Terrain will likely be rough, and your hands will 
need protected. A pair of leather or working gloves 
will help protect your hands and make tasks such 
as chopping wood more comfortable. 

22: A FIXED BLADE KNIFE: 

Great as a weapon and much stronger than a 
folding blade knife. 

23: A FOLDING BLADE KNIFE: 

For quick tasks that aren’t worth dulling the fixed 
blade knife. Get one that can clip onto your clothing 
or back-pack for easy and quick access. 

24: PARACORD: 

Simply another sensible thing to have. Try to find in 
wearable form. 

25: ABIVI BAG: 

The use of a tent will more than likely end up to 
be an impediment to your survival, and without 
a tent a sleeping bag is usually useless after one 
night in the rain. A bivi bag combines the two and 
takes up little room whilst keeping you from the 
elements. It’s much faster to set-up and pack away 
than a tent. 

26: GENERAL GLOVES: 

Although your leather gloves will be great for work, 
sometimes you’ll just need a pair to keep your 
hands warm. Opt for ones that can transform from 
mittens to gloves quickly. 

27: STORM MATCHES: 

As previously mentioned, fire is going to be a 
necessity for heat, light and cooking - don’t 
underestimate the need for it. Pack extra 
fire-starting methods. 

28: WATER STORAGE: 

You’ll need to carry water with you and it’s just not 
possible to carry large amounts. Therefore a 1L 
bottle (your daily need) will be a good guide to how 
much you have left until you’ll need to find more. 
It’s also light enough to carry. 


29: A SURVIVAL SAW: 

Needed for wood and various other activities, 
a decent serrated blade will quite literally be a 
life-saver. 

30: A FOLDING SHOVEL: 

Great for digging fire pits, latrines and other holes. 
It’ll also be good for breaking through ice or as a 
weapon in a pinch. 


THE APOCALYPSE BAG 

The Apocalypse, it’s a fictional idea 
that ranges from the outlandish - alien 
takeover, massive sea monsters or a Mad 
Max style dictatorship, to the fun-but-it- 
shouldn’t-be zombie apocalypse or robot 
uprising. But it also has an all-to-real 
possibility: an EMP causes industrial 
collapse, an infection devastates the 
global population, the nuclear holocaust 
irradiates the majority of life or a 
natural disaster overwhelms numerous 
populations. 

We hope it never happens but if it strikes 
there is very little we will likely be able to 
do to stop it: but survival can be possible 
for the prepared. Keep your Apocalypse 
Bag well stocked and in a place that you 
can get to if the Four Horsemen draw 
near. It’s impossible to prepare for every 
possibility, but our guide should give you 
as good of a chance as you can hope for. 
This list is designed for solo survival, but 
can easily be adapted to accommodate 
group survival. 

Here at Raider we take this stuff 
reasonably seriously and although this 
is bit tongue in cheek we have written 
before about the importance of a survival 
bag. In co-operation with Highlander 
Outdoors (www.highlander-outdoors.com) 
we are giving you the opportunity to win a 
completely loaded Apocalypse Bag, all you 
need to add are clothes and food! Head 
over to the Raider Facebook page and 
get entering! (You'll find all the details 
on our page) This prize is worth around 
£550 all-in, but if you ever need it, it'll be 
priceless. 
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THINKING FABRICS CORDURA UNDER OUR SPOTLIGHT 



RAIDER AS A MAGAZINE STRADDLES QUITE A FEW MARKET SECTORS. OUR ROOTS 
LIE WITH THE MILITARY, OUR PRESENT HONOURS THAT BUT LOOKS ALSO TO THE 
WIDER WORLD BEYOND, ESPECIALLYTHE WILD WORLD. WE DO A LOT OF GEAR 
REVIEWS, AND MORE OFTEN THAN NOT THE NAME 'CORDURA’ CROPS UP. MOST OF 
YOU PROBABLY THINK OF CORDURA AS A HIGH-QUALITY, HARD-WEARING NYLON 
MATERIAL THAT IS USED WHEREVER THE GOING GETS TOUGH, WE CERTAINLY DID. 
THEN WE VISITED INVISTA, THE COMPANY BEHIND THE NAME AND EVERYTHING WE 
THOUGHT WE KNEW WAS TURNED ON IT’S HEAD. 


The story and the technologies behind everyones 
favourite hard-wearing fabric is complicated, 
it’s also fascinating and to do it justice is going 
to take more than a couple of pages in this issue 
so for now we’ll satisfy ourselves by explaining 
what Cordura actually is, where it came from and 
why the company that owns it doesn’t actually 
make it... 

Those of you who have given it any thought will 
realise that Cordura, like all nylon fabrics, starts as 
the by-products of oil. Invista are very particular 
about their raw materials and they control their 
supply chain well before the point that the pellets 
of Nylon 66 arrive at their factories. It really 
wouldn’t be overstating the matter to suggest 
that Invista are obsessed with quality - and 
this obsession manifests itself in every piece of 
equipment with that Cordura label sewn onto it. 

We are getting ahead of ourselves. 

During the first of a series of meetings with 
Invista staff in their UK plant we were led through 
the production process. Sat on the table in the 
conference room was a bobbin containing several 
hundred thousand metres of an incredibly fine 
nylon thread. Although there were plenty of 
examples of equipment and garments it was 
clear that this thread was to be the focus of our 
attention for the foreseeable future. Why that 
should be rapidly became apparent and with it a 
shift of emphasis. 



Invista make nylon thread a lot of which ends up 
in airbags. They reckon that if you own or drive 
a car manufactured in the EU, the airbag is made 
using their materials. This explains the obsession 
with quality, after all an airbag is nothing but an 
explosion contained within a sack and it follows 
that the explosion getting out of that sack would 
be really bad news. During the process from 
plastic pellet to finished fibre Invista measure 
more metrics than you can throw a sizeable stick 
at, reckon them in their thousands. They not 
only measure them but they record them and 
archive them. Give them the batch number for a 
product and they can tell you everything about 
it’s production going back twenty years. That’s 
obsessive but for them, necessary. So we have a 
factory dedicated to producing nylon threads and 
fibres and an obsession with performance and 
quality. We reckon you can see where this is going. 


Cordura is a brand and like all brands it’s 
owned, in this case by Invista. It should come 
as no shock to learn that for a product to wear 
the ‘Cordura’ tag it will be made from fibres 
produced by Invista. That alone isn’t enough 
either however, Invista will want to be certain 
that the manufacturer is using the correct fibres 
in the correct way to maximise the performance 
of the resulting material and to do so they work 
very closely with their customers to ensure 
that everyone gets what they want and that 
the resulting goods are the best they can be. 

We will cover that process in a future article 
simply because it gets both interesting and a bit 
complicated! 

What we in the tactical and outdoors world 
think of as ‘Cordura’ is generally N66 ATF - Nylon 
66 air textured fibre. This is a spun yarn made 
from very fine filaments of high tenacity nylon or 
as it was put to me, it’s the result of seventy years 
trying to do what silkworms do! These fibres 
are commonly woven to produce a fabric that 
can then be made into bags, vests, protection 
for stress points on clothing, all sorts of things 
where strength and abrasion resistance are the 
key quality. For ultimate strength and abrasion 
resistance Invista use a 2 x basket weave to 
produce what they refer to as Ballistic fabric. 

This material is used as the outer layer for body 
armour, luggage and specialist clothing such as 
motorcycling apparel due to its combination of 
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strength, puncture resistance and anti-abrasion 
qualities. In short, this stuff is tough although 
it is not ‘ballistic’ in the sense that it alone is 
capable of stopping kinetic weapons or shrapnel. 

So far, so good, but this is where it all starts to 
get confusing. Cordura will also be found, well, 
everywhere. Amongst the samples we saw were 
jeans, t-shirts, backpacks, hoodies, sweatshirts 
along with garments such as work-wear and 
tactical gear. Absolutely not what we expected! 

What followed was a tour of the production 
facilities and thanks to IP restrictions really all 
we can tell you is that it was bloody warm in 
parts! The facility and production process is, as 
you’d expect, highly automated, in part to ensure 
consistency of end product and in part to ensure 
that every step of the process can be monitored 
and any issues rapidly identified. It’s that quality 
thing again. 

Then it was back to the offices and a chat 
with Tim Anson, Cordura’s Brand marketing and 
development manager. We say chat but it was 
really a whirlwind tour through Cordura and the 
challenges faced by Invista to ensure that they 
were making products that the market needed, 
that the products they do make are properly 
utilised to maximise benefit for the manufacturer 
and the consumer and the on-going quest to 
open up new areas of the market. It would be 
fair to say that Tim was almost evangelical as 
he warmed to his themes, and we say that with 
the greatest of respect. Had time permitted we 
would willing have spent far longer discussing this 



area of their operation as it is key to what they 
do. As it was time was limited and we shall return 
to this discussion shortly. 

It is now necessary to explain what Cordura 
is, having started this piece by telling you what 
it isn’t. Cordura is a material that is made from 
the products that Invista produces - the various 
types of thread and fibre. Before it can be tagged 
as Cordura however it must meet Invista’s high 
standards and that means testing - quite a lot of 
testing. For this purpose Invista have their own 
lab where a Martindale abrasion and pilling test 
machine sits quietly in a corner attempting to 
destroy samples of fabric from manufacturers. 
Testing cycles are lengthy, 50,000 abrasions would 
be typical and that takes time, quite a lot of it. The 
lab technicians are also looking for pilling of the 
fabric’s surface, not just failure due to abrasion. 
The lab is also equipped to test tension strength 
of fabrics and can monitor and record not only at 
what point they fail, but exactly how they fail. 

All of this is necessary because it is Invista, not 
the manufacturer, who decides whether or not 
the finished product gets to carry the Cordura 
tag. To complicate matters the testing is not 
simply a matter of strength, it’s also a case of 
determining the appropriate results for the 
fabric and its intended uses. A base-layer that 
incorporates Cordura in the mix for instance 
wouldn’t be expected to have anywhere near the 
abrasion resistance of ballistic Cordura, but it 
would be required to have a series of different 
qualities. It follows that Invista spend quite a lot 



of time working with their various partners... 

To bring this part of the story to a conclusion, 
it’s obvious that Invista are deeply protective 
of Cordura as a brand, and that is both 
understandable and laudable. It means that 
when we buy a product with the Cordura tag we 
know that not only has the manufacturer of the 
core material spent time making sure that it is 
completely up to standard, but that they have 
also ensured that the use of their fibres in the 
product are appropriate and meet their exacting 
standards, not just those of the manufacturer. 

To achieve this much time and money is spent 
testing, testing and re-testing, the aim ultimately 
being to ensure that not only does Cordura 
perform as it should, but that it outperforms 
similar products by a healthy margin, if possible 
a huge margin! 

It was fascinating to be able to spend time 
with Invista, not just for the look around the 
production facility but to gain an understanding 
of what is actually involved at this point in the 
journey from raw material to finished product. 

We will never be able to look at that little tag 
again in quite the same way, we’ll be picturing 
the Martindale in the bowels of the factory 
slowly but constantly trying to destroy yet 
another fabric sample, or think of Tim looking for 
new and better ways to use Cordura. It’s easy to 
forget when faced with endless finished products 
that behind each and every one is a whole story, 
Raider would like to thank Invista for allowing us 
to take a look at theirs. 
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The new Viper Tactical Lazer Cut Molle System is a Lightweight and innovative 
platform that allows the user to customize and alter to their operational needs. 

Using the most advanced manufacturing techniques, the Lazer Cut System 
is based an our strangest 600 D Cardura which is cut out on the Latest laser 
flatbed machines. It is then reinforced with tough, yet lightweight, webbing sewn 
onto the reverse side, adding strength and durability, making for a compact, 
lightweight and hard-wearing platform. 

Taking any Lazer Cut System product as a pLatform, a totally unique operational 
tailored setup can easily be achieved by simply adding or reducing compatible 
pouches and equipment. 

Our Lazer Cut System is compatible with other Molle /Modular systems, 
patent number: GB249IG24 
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/ING IN AND ENJOYING THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 


The range of tents is genuinely bewildering, from single person shelters made using the very highest 
specification materials that can be easily carried in a back pack to canvas behemoths, suitable for a 
family of eight and outfitted with stoves and chandeliers (seriously - we know someone whose idea of 
camping is exactly that!). In between you will find everything from the straightforward and simple to 
complex and confusing. 

We decided to ask Highlander for a tent to test as we had a weekend trip planned which was an 
ideal testing ground. There were meant to be four adults going, this became two at the last minute 
which may have been a blessing, more of that anon. The larger tent we had asked for wasn’t available 
but the smaller Juniper 4, a four-person dome tent was, and duly turned up at the Raider offices in 
plenty of time. It came neatly packed in a nylon holdall which although not large was bigger than you 
might want to strap to a backpack. In this case that was fine as we were travelling to our destination 
by car. The holdall weighs 5 kg, which given the negligible weight of the bag means that the tent 
weighs 5 kg! As is common these days the instructions are sewn into the bag so in theory you don’t 
lose them and it’s just as well as we were to have no opportunity for a trial erection of the tent. 


A couple of key things there - anything over 
1500mm of hydrostatic head is regarded as 
'waterproof’ and the pitching time at five minutes 
- we will see. 

It would be amusing to offer a story of ineptitude 
and tangled guy ropes with the participants, us, 
slipping and falling in mud while getting hilariously 
entangled in errant guy ropes. Sorry, it didn’t 
happen! In fact, simply by following the instructions 
we had the Juniper up and ready in no much more 
that the suggested time, the difference between 
the suggested time and actual time largely 
accounted for by mislaying our mallet for knocking 
in the pegs... 

Once up, the Juniper 4 was everything we had 
expected. With just over a meter of head room, we 


couldn’t stand up but nor were we hitting out heads 
of the inner tent when sitting down. Space was 
perfect for the two of us on the trip although like 
all “X-person” descriptions things would have been 
cosy had all four of us actually gone. Reviews are 
much easier when things go wrong - you can either 
be funny about it or enraged - in this case we can 
only report that the Juniper did exactly what it 
said on the bag. It rained over the weekend, the 
inside of the tent stayed dry. It was windy although 
not gale force, we still had the tent by the Sunday 
with no hint of it taking to the air like a kite. The 
porch area, although too small for sitting out in of 
an evening was ideal for leaving and storing kit as 
suggested. Even taking the tent down and folding 
it away is covered in the instructions and the tent 
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went back into it’s bag, a little less neatly we’ll 
grant you but that’s not a problem. 

So, we have a tent that is easily transportable, 
especially if you are travelling by car, easy to put 
up and to stow away when you’re finished and 
keeps the elements at bay. Moreover, that guide 
price should be treated as just that. A bit of surfing 
has found prices as low as £45-£55 for the Juniper 
4 which really is a bargain. For us, with four adults 
inside, it would be friendly but maybe were just not 
terribly sociable. As a quick weekend getaway for 
two it was ideal and although we accept that this 
isn’t a backpacker’s dream, we have no issues with 
recommending it for that use wholeheartedly. 

In a future edition we will look at tents which 
better suit the wilderness of ideal of one man and 
his pack, until then we’ll just hunker down, get a 
brew on and watch the sun set. 


THE JUNIPER 4 TENT 


□ Dimensions: 0: 295x240x125, I: 210x235x120. 

□ Pack Size: 60x20x20cm. 

□ Size: Outer: 295x240x125cm 
Inner: 210x235x120cm. 

□ Colour: Everglade/green. 

□ Weight: 5.0000. 

□ Outer fabric: 190T Breathable polyester with 
waterproof PU coating. 

□ Inner fabric: 190T Breathable polyester. 

B Groundsheet: Durable polyethylene. 

□ Outer Dimensions: 295x240x125cm. 

□ Inner Dimensions: 210x235x120cm. 

□ Capacity: 4 person. 

□ Inner pitch first dome style. 

□ Pre attached porch groundsheet. 

□ Low and high level vents. 

□ Pre attached high visibility guy-lines. 

□ Poles: 9mm & 8.5mm fibre glass. 

□ Fire retardant. 

□ Taped seams. 

□ Hydrostatic Head: 2000mm. 

B Pitching time: 5 minutes. 


018 WWW.HIGHLANDER-OUTDOOR.COM 







AKU Pilgrim HL GTX MTP Forest 
Only available at Trekitt Hereford 


Find out more... 

01432 263 335 


www.trekitt.co.uk / www. 
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BAND OF BROTHERS 


COM BAT 

STRESS 

THE VETERANS’ 
MENTAL HEALTH CHARITY 

Michael Vaughan and his ‘band of brothers’ have benefited from the services and help 
offered by Combat Stress and decided to give back so that others can receive the same help. 

Last year they ran from Litchfield to Arnhem as part of the 70th Anniversary of operation 
Market Garden. This year, by way of a warm-down, they are running from John o’ Groats to 
Lands End. Shouldn’t be a problem! 

Raider caught up with Michael to find out what motivated 
him and his fellow runners and why they support Combat Stress. 


RAIDER: Michael, can you give me some 
information about your group? How many of you 
are there? What are your backgrounds? 

MICHAEL: The group is made up of a team of 
12 ex-military personally plus an admin of 6 which 
also includes a couple of non military personally 
who have offered there time for free. 

RAIDER: Can you give me some information 
about your military backgrounds and experience? 

MICHAEL: We have a ten man and two woman 
team which will be split into two teams of six for 
the route. Myself , Steve Forrester and Captain 
Dave Donnelly all took part in the run to Arnhem 
last year as part of the Operation Market Garden 
celebrations . 

The team was this year chosen as a combined 
services team with a number of friends I met in 
Combat Stress during my stay in October. They all 
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have an amazing amount of military experience 
ranging from the early troubles in Northern 
Ireland, Gulf War 1 , The Balkans conflict as well 
as recent tours of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Myself I joined the Staffordshire Regiment in 96 
which later become 3 Mercian before leaving in 
July 2010. Whist in the army I completed tours of 
Northern Ireland, Kosovo and Iraq. I now work full 
time as a Private investigator and a Protection 
Surveillance Specialist . 

RAIDER: You run for Combat Stress, and you 
have mentioned that you have a personal debt 
to them, how did they help, what brought you to 
them? 

MICHAEL: The reason I chose Combat Stress 
was during a period of my life in early 2012 I 
discovered I had cancer resulting in me losing 
both testicles. I found myself in a dark hole and 
made a number of mistakes in the following 



RAIDER IS A BIG FAN OF 
COMBAT STRESS -WHILE H4H 
RIGHTLY GETS A LOT OF CREDIT 
AND KUDOS, COMBAT STRESS 
HELPS VETERANS WHOSE 
INJURIES ARE LESS OBVIOUS 
BUT NO LESS DEBILITATING. 
OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN 
ARE ASKED TO DO A DIFFICULT 
JOB AND THEY DO SO WITH 
COMMITMENT AND WILL IT 
IS OFTEN VERY DIFFICULT FOR 
ANYONE, ESPECIALLYTHE 
INDIVIDUAL TO UNDERSTAND 
OR REALISE THE IMPACT THAT 
THETASKS THEY ARE REQUIRED 
TO UNDERTAKE IS HAVING ON 
THEM AND OFTEN THEY DON’T 
REALISE UNTIL YEARS AFTER 
THE EVENTS. PAULWELTON’S 
STORY, RELATED BELOW OUR 
INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL IS 
A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF HOW 
INCIDENTS EXPERIENCED 
DURING LIFE IN THE SERVICES 
CAN HAVE AN UNSEEN IMPACT. 


months, this along with active service incidents 
set me on the road to a downward spiral. 

I turned to Combat Stress in early 2013 who 
sent me an outreach consultant to visit , I wont 
name her in this article but with her guidance 
and support she saved my life. I was admitted 
to Audley Court in October 2014 and was met by 
some of the most amazing and caring people you 
could imagine. I was given the right treatment 
and was able to see at first hand the lengths 
Combat Stress staff go to in order to help 
veterans. Whilst in I also meet three friends who 
are now taking part in the run and will be friends 
forever. I am forever indebted to Combat Stress 
and that’s why this event is so important to me 
personally. 



020 www.combatstress.org.uk 







BAND OF BROTHERS 

JOHN O' GROATS TO LANDS END 


RAIDER: Some of your runs are, frankly, 
madness! We can understand the motivation 
but how do you go about preparing for, and 
completing such long runs? 

MICHAEL: The Band of Brothers have been 
doing events for the last few years and this is 
the second event in which I am taking part. The 
training as been tough as we all expect a hard 
time, especially running through the wilds of 
Scotland and also through Dartmoor but that’s 
what it’s all about and hopefully we can raise as 
much money as possible for Combat Stress and 
BECOP, helping dementia patients. 

On behalf of the team I would like to take the 
chance to thank the following companies who 
have helped all of us reach our goals thus far 
in raising money for Combat Stress: The Sun , 
Lucozade , Strength Asylum Gym , 5.11 tactical 
and Go Outdoors. Without them it would have 
been much harder than it already is! 

If you want to give to Michael and the guys you 
can do so by going to www.justgiving.com and 
searching for Steve Forrester. All money donated 
will go straight to Combat Stress, alternatively 
visit Combat Stress online and make a donation. 

Michael isn’t the only veteran Combat Stress has 
helped. For Veteran Paul Welton help came from 
Combat Stress in the nick of time. After a violent 
outburst at work he no longer wanted to live. 

One of Combat Stress’ welfare officers quickly 
visited Paul at home. He was booked for an 
assessment and diagnosed with severe complex 


Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

“I had always wanted to be in the army 
and cook. The Army Catering Corps was the 
perfect answer. I served for seven years and 
my experiences in Northern Ireland and Bosnia 
changed me. 

“I first went to Bosnia in January 1996. We were 
the first troops there after the peace agreement. 
On a daily basis we were fishing corpses out of 
a river because they were causing disruption to 
the electricity supply. You know you have a job to 
so. However, you have no idea how to process the 
emotions you feel. 

“On my second tour of Bosnia, the kitchen I 
was working in was near a mine shaft used as a 
body dumping ground. In the scorching summer 
heat the smell from the mine would come into 
the kitchen. Years later I had flashbacks of that 
smell. Anything could trigger it. I would then get 
physically sick and have a panic attack. 

“My behaviour was affecting family life. My 
wife and I were worried about the impact it was 
having on our two young children. Eventually 
with her help we found out about Combat Stress. 
Within half an hour they phoned me, and shortly 
afterwards a welfare officer visited. 

“I explained my problems and he said, M will 
get you in as soon as possible.’ I went for an 
assessment and was diagnosed with severe 
complex PTSD. I was having massive anxiety 
attacks and couldn’t speak to people. 

“Talking was probably the first and best thing 
they taught me at Combat Stress. The army 
teaches you the opposite: not to show emotions, 
but bottling it up just makes it worse. I took 


in every bit of information, chipped away and 
managed to turn my life around. 

“At Combat Stress they are all so understanding 
and empathetic. They are an amazing and unique 
bunch of people.” 


Combat Stress is the UK’s leading Veterans’ 
mental health charity. 

Mental ill-health affects ex-Service men 
and women of all ages. Right now, we’re 
supporting over 5,900 Veterans aged from 18 
to 97. We’re a vital lifeline for these men and 
women, and their families. Our treatment and 
support services are always free of charge, 
and are proven to work. Our Vision is that 
Veterans will be able to live free from the 
harmful effects of psychological wounds. Our 
Mission is to provide timely, effective clinical 
treatment and welfare support to Veterans 
who suffer from psychological wounds. 

Our Values are to: 

Always put Veterans at the centre of our work 
Aspire to excellence in everything we do 
Foster a culture of respect and integrity 

Combat Stress currently spends over £15 
million per annum delivering its unique range 
of specialist treatment and welfare support. 
Everything we do is free to the Veteran. 

Combat Stress has a 24 hour helpline 
available to serving personnel, veterans and 
their families - call 0800 138 1619. 


www.combatstress.org.uk 021 




FITNESS 


MENTAL CONDITIONING 

GET YOUR HEAD IN THE GAME 


ONE THING IT IS OFTEN IGNORED IN THE WORLD OF FITNESS, IS THE ABILITY 
TO CONDITION ONES MENTAL STATE. FOR YEARS WE HAVE SEEN SOME OF 
THE BIGGEST ATHLETES IN THE WORLD CROMBLE ONDER PRESSURE SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THEY HADN’T PREPARED THEMSELVES MENTALLY. THIS MONTH 
WE LOOK AT SEVERAL DIFFERENT WAYS TO PREPARE YOURSELF MENTALLY, 
ALLOWING BOTH BODY AND MIND TO WORK IN HARMONY. 


Whilst being physically fit is a huge factor for 
anyone involved in the sporting or fitness industry, 
preparing yourself mentally is something that is 
vastly overlooked by a huge amount of people. 
Many will be happy purely being physically fit as 
their end goal is nothing more than that. However 
should you be someone this is an inspiring 
sportsman or woman, or should you be looking at 
joining the Armed Forces, then you’ll certainly need 
to prepare yourself both physically and mentally. 

Unbeknown to a select few, they will already have 
developed a mental toughness that will allow them 
to strive forward in life without having to train 
themselves in such disciplines. However for the 
majority, including some mental training in their 
regime will have huge benefits. 

Known as mental conditioning, it looks at ways to 
help you further yourself in your chosen sporting 
or fitness discipline. And whilst every individual 
is different, there are a handful of skills that will 
apply to everyone. These skills are as follows - 

1. CHOOSE AND MAINTAIN A POSITIVE ATTITUDE 

2. MAINTAIN A HIGHER LEVEL OF SELF-MOTIVATION 

3. SET HIGH BUT REALISTIC GOALS 

4. DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH PEOPLE 

5. USE POSITIVE SELF-TALK 

6. USE POSITIVE MENTAL IMAGERY 

7. MANAGE ANXIETY EFFECTIVELY 

8. CONTROL EMOTIONS EFFECTIVELY 

9. MAINTAIN CONCENTRATION 

Now whilst many of these points Will seem very 
basic, you would be surprised is there how quickly 
they go out of the window when things start to get 
tough. Individually mastering the skills mentioned 


are as important as each other, however these 
skills can be broken down into separate categories. 
This is often called the performance pyramid. 

■ THE PERFORMANCE PYRAMID 

The performance pyramid is broke down into three 
different levels, with each level lending itself to 
different stage of performance. 

Level one of the performance pyramid uses 
skills 1-4. These skills not only lend themselves 
well to sporting goals, but also day-to-day life. 
These mental skills give you a broad starting base 
retaining long-term goals as well as both learning 
and sustaining daily practices. 

Level two of the performance pyramid uses 
skills 5 and 6, and are known as preparatory 
skills. These skills are used immediately before 
performance to prepare to set performance. They 
can be used either before, as a means to motivate 
yourself, or immediately before an action, allowing 
the Individual to almost plan what it is exactly 
they will do. 

Level three of the performance pyramid uses 
skills 7-9, and are known as performance skills. 
These skills tend to shape individuals performance 
throughout an event. 

■ SO WHAT ARE THESE NINE SKILLS? 

Obviously each of these skills in their short 
descriptions have very little meaning in regards to 
how you would use them in a sporting or training 
environment. With that being said, this section Will 
breakdown each of these nine skills, and show how 
a successful individual would make use of them. 



PREPARING YOURSELF 
MENTALLY IS SOMETHING 
THAT IS VASTLY 
OVERLOOKED BY A HUGE 
AMOUNT OF PEOPLE 
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IING - MENTAL CONDITIONING - MENTAL CONDITIONING 


1. ATTITUDE 

An individuals attitude towards everything in life 
will often dictate how exactly they tackle their 
issues and goals. To be successful, the first step 
it’s to maintain a positive attitude, regardless of 
the setbacks. Secondly the individual must realise 
that they are seeking excellence, not perfection. 
They must also have a positive attitude towards the 
people around them, as 9 times out of 10 these will 
be the people that will support you throughout. 

2. MOTIVATION 

Motivating yourself regardless of the end product 
is one of life’s hardest skills, however master it 
and the sky really is the limit. To be successful, 
an individual must realise both the rewards and 
benefits they experience through participation, 
as well as being unable to persist through difficult 
tasks sometimes when these rewards and benefits 
are not immediately forthcoming. 

3. GOALS AND COMMITMENT 

Setting realistic goals as well as being committed 
to the task in hand can often be the difference 
between success and failure. Making sure that you 
set both long and short term goals that are realistic 
can often boost your motivation. However should 
you not have the correct commitment, you will 
often see these goals slipping away from you, which 
could have a detrimental effect on your motivation. 


4. PEOPLE SKILLS 

Being able to communicate with people in correct 
way is often a huge factor in the sporting world; 
especially in team sports. An individual must 
realise that they are part of a larger system, and 
the world simply does not revolve around them. 
Once an individual masters this train of thought, 
he will likely notice that people are more willing 
to help. And through that help they will slowly 
start to notice their goals, motivational levels and 
attitude all improving. 


5. SELF-TALK 

Having the ability to self motivate yourself through 
‘self-talk’ is a very hard ability to come to terms 
with. However to be successful, you’re not always 
going to have another individual massaging your 
self-confidence, therefore being able to do this 
yourself with realistic and positive self-talk is a 
massive plus. This also lends itself well to regulate 
your thoughts, feelings and behaviours during 
your given activity. 

6. MENTAL IMAGERY 

This is where having an overactive imagination 
can definitely help. Being able to mentally 
vision yourself performing well can boost your 
self-confidence tenfold. To use this successfully an 
individual must create and use mental images that 
are detailed, specific and realistic. 


7. DEALING WITH ANXIETY 

Anxiety is something that can affect us all, 
regardless of how mentally strong we are. What 
will make you successful is accepting this anxiety 
and using it to help you perform well. There is a 
very fine line however between using your anxiety 
to benefit yourself and letting its overtake you. 


8. DEALING WITH EMOTIONS 

Like anxiety, our emotions can play a huge part 
on how we perform in a given activity. Again, to 
be successful you need to use these emotions to 
mould your performance, as opposed to letting 
them take over. 


9. CONCENTRATION 

It is no secret that to succeed you must 
concentrate all times. One small mishap can 
mean the difference between success and failure, 
especially in the sporting world. To be successful 
an individual must have learned how to maintain 
focus and resist distractions; whether they come 
from the outside environment or from within 
themselves. They must also be able to regain their 
focus should they lose it, and have learned how 
to perform in the here and now, disregarding any 
other past or future events. 



THE PERFORMANCE PYRAMID 

CONCENTRATION (9) 
MANAGING EMOTIONS (8) 
MANAGING ANXIETY (7) 

MENTAL IMAGERY (6) 
SELF-TALK (5) 

PEOPLE SKILLS (4) 
GOALS 8 COMMITMENT (3) 
MOTIVATION (2) 
ATTITUDE (1) 
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Honestly, I don’t have a massive amount of requirement to 
carry around a blade in my day-to-day life and when I do a 
multi-tool or folder does the job perfectly adequately and 
keeps me on the right side of the law. I wouldn’t say I’m a 
particularly “knife” kinda guy, but I do appreciate something 
that care and craftsmanship has gone into and that’s why I 
was initially attracted to the work that Jimmy was doing. 

After following him on Instagram for a year or so, I looked 
forward to seeing the guys updates and pictures, initially 
of his collection of knives and accessories and then a few 
months ago, he uploaded some pictures of steel blanks and 
let us all know that he was planning on attempting to make 
some of his own blades. That was something I checked back 
on and before long, Jimmy had produced a couple of lovely 
looking knives using a small workshop and his engineering 
skills. Fast forward a couple of months, the workshop tool 
selection has grown and the one-off attempts have grown 
into small batch runs of knives that you can follow through 
from blank to finished item and then buy. Although not much 
of a knife guy, this sort of grass-roots craftsmanship is really 
something I recognise and something I wanted to support 
with more than just a click of the “like” button so I dropped 
Jimmy a message and enquired about a purchase. 

I was in luck as my enquiry was timed right to catch a small 
batch of “Piefighters” nearing completion... (Yes, Jimmy is a 
Star Wars fan!). I then got to select my choice of sharpening 
pattern, handle design from wooden or micarta scales to a 
paracord wrap and then finally the colour of kydex sheath 
I wanted. I sent over my payment and the knife arrived 
complete with its sheath within 2 days. 


Measuring at 170mm long (70mm of that 
being the blade), the PieFighter is made from 
rugged 1/8” T01 Tool Steel that’s heat-treated 
with an acid-tumbled finish which Jimmy calls 
the “junkyard finish”. It gives the blade an 
industrial, dull finish that I really like. If this 
isn’t up your street, there are a few other 
finishes available. I opted for a coyote paracord 
wrap for the handle which makes the knife 
slimmer and more tactical in appearance. 

Wooden scales can be fitted for a little extra 
if you prefer a more traditional look. I opted 
to only have the primary blade on the knife sharpened 
and Jimmy duly carried this out for me with a neat and 
razor sharp edging. The upper blade or wedge can be 
sharpened if you desire too. 

The sheath supplied with the knife is a neat kydex fold 
that is riveted together and finely polished on the cut 
edges. I chose a desert digital patterned kydex but a good 
number of patterns and plain colours are available. If you 
want a Tec-Lock to fit the sheath to a belt, that’s also an 
option, other than that a pair of neat and incredibly useful 
“scout bands” are supplied to help you mount the sheath 
in an appropriate and chosen place. 


I couldn’t be happier with the knife after receiving 
it, it’s lovingly crafted and the service provided 
by jimmy was flawless. He’s definitely going to go 
places in the blade industry and if you want to 
get in on it at the ground floor, now is the time! 
Currently the only way to get in touch with the man 
himself is via Instagram @NolJimmyPie. I’m trying 
to get him to get a website sorted! 


PRICE: 
INSTAGRAM 


FROM £85 

@N01JIMMYPIE 


-fUteN ©V€R *T0 
ouTexeuusive 
WITH JWW 


SOCIAL NETWORKS ARE A TIME-HOG, THEY ARE ANNOYING AND THEY POLLUTE 
YOUR DEVICES WITH ALL KINDS OF UNWANTED ADVERTISING AND IRRELEVANT 
NONSENSE BUTTHEY STILL HAVETHE POWER TO PUTYOU IN TOUCH WITH PEOPLE 
YOU MIGHT NEVER BE ABLE TO SPEAKTO OTHERWISE. THAT’S HOW I GOT HOLD 
OFTHIS AWESOME LITTLE KNIFE FROM THE MAN KNOWN AS “N01JIMMYPIE” ON 
INSTAGRAM AND YOU MIGHT WANT TO KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT IT. . . 


SLICE THE PIE! 

PIEFIGHTER KNIFE 
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CALL 


THAT A 


KNIFE?! 


SLICE THE PIE! 

INTERVIEW 

IF YOU HAVE JUST FINISHED READING THE REVIEW OFTHE “PIEFIGHTER KNIFE ON THE PRECEDING PAGE SETTLE DOWN 
WITH US AS WE TAKE A KNEE WITH JIMMYPIE HIMSELF AND DISCUSS LIFE, THE UNIVERSE AND KNIVES... FOR MANY OF 
OUR READERS A KNIFE IS THE MOST BASIC TOOL AND MOST CONSTANT COMPANION. WE ARE DELIGHTED THEREFORE TO 
HAVE HAD THE CHANCE TO CHAT WITH JIMMYPIE, A FAIRLY NEW NAME IN THE BRITISH KNIFE MAKING COMMUNITY. THERE 
IS A TENDENCY TO OVERLOOKTHE UK AS A SOURCE OF CUSTOM KNIVES BUT IN TRUTH THERE IS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY 
WORKING HERE AND THEY ARE PRODUCING SOME EXCEPTIONAL PIECES - AND AT PRICES WHICH MIGHT WELL SURPRISE 
YOU IN A GOOD WAY! IT’S ALWAYS GOOD TO SEE TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS BEING MADE RIGHT HERE ON OUR DOORSTEP. 


RAIDER: So where did Jimmypie come from? 
Any early hints as to this glorious obsession with 
knives and edges? 

JIM: Jimmypie has been around for a long 
time now using outdoor and gear forums, 
re-enactment forums and knife forums under the 
same name. Knives are man’s oldest working tool 
and the appreciation of such a simple piece of 
steel being so useful for everyday use goes right 
back as far as I can remember, my father carried 
a pocket knife, my grandfather did the same and 
I was given my first two bladed Swiss Army knife 
on my 7th birthday. Roll forward into adulthood 
and a passion for outdoor life of hiking and 
camping and various outdoor sports like 
shooting and up until recently playing Airsoft, 
plus my working life as a carpenter means that 
I have always had a knife of some sort not far 
from reach for simple tasks. 

RAIDER: When did you decide to start making 
knives of your own? 

JIM: Just over five months ago I finally decided 
to take the plunge, it’s been on my list of things to 
try for a very long time but work and day to day 
life have always taken up too much time. Even 
though I’ve been working with hand and power 
tools for the last 20yrs in the building trade I 
knew this was going to be a whole new discipline 
of techniques and a lot of lessons to be learnt. 



RAIDER: Why? 

JIM: Simply put, tired of my day job , physically 
tired more than anything - just under two decades 
of building sites has taken its toll, the plan or 
dream was to take the knife making alongside it 
and try and build a business for the future and 
with support from family, friends and various 
online communities I’m involved with it’s very 
much becoming a reality! 

RAIDER: What was the first knife you ever 
made - was it an outstanding success or 
triumphant disaster?! 

JIM: I’d been reading guides, books and work 
in progress threads , watching YouTube tutorials 
so I was pretty confident with the theory but all 
that goes out the window once you put steel to 
grinder! PieSlicer numberl sits on a shelf above 
my workbench as a reminder of where it started 
and the mistakes I made but more importantly it’s 
uplifting to see how far my skills have progressed 
in a relatively short time, the PieSlicer pattern is 
still an option now for customers to order in many 
different finishes, grinds and grip types and it’s 
still one of my favourites to do . 

RAIDER: What is the nature of the knife 
making community in the UK? We know there are 
specialist makers all over the world, does the UK 
community have a particular identity? 



JIM: I’d always looked abroad for knives, mainly 
the USA because the UK knife making community 
had always appeared to be a very closed book - 
how wrong I was... I attended KnivesUk this year, 
the only knife show held in the UK annually and 
was just blown away by the UK community and its 
makers and collectors. There’s still an image of 
tradition in my opinion but look a little closer and 
you’ll see there’s something for everyone, from 
cutting edge CNC’d titanium folding knives to 
traditional shaving razors. 

RAIDER: What are your aims when designing 
and making a knife? 

JIM: Simply put , a hard working tool for the 
hard working user, nothing so specialised that it 
limits its use too much ( although I have made 
pieces for very specific uses as commissions). 

RAIDER: What are your goals as far as being a 
knife maker are concerned? 

JIM: A core range of patterns that work for 
everyday use, simple, honest and ready for work 
. Currently I’m only using high carbon tool steels 
but I’m very keen to explore the range of various 
stainless and “super steels” which will take the 
performance of the knife to the next level. 


RAIDER: So what materials are you currently 
using to create your knives? 
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JIM: Currently I exclusively use 01-Tool steel, 
it’s a high carbon steel that Heat treats (hardens) 
consistently well, it’s very tough, it will take a 
beating but hold a very good cutting edge. 

The minor downside to high carbon is in damp 
or high humidity areas, or when exposed to salt 
water it can be the victim of surface corrosion 
if not maintained and looked after. The various 
surface finishes I offer such as acid etching or cold 
blueing help with this problem but do not solve 
it completely. I’m currently looking into more 
refined steels with chromium content added in to 
the blend which should help with the maintenance 
side for the end user, however the heat treating 
cycles are slightly more complex so it’ll need 
some practice and T&E before I can officially 
offer this, due in any time now is a small batch of 
80CRV2 steel and RWL-34 steel. What would call 
“supersteels” are very complicated blends which 
result in supreme hardness or edge holding ability 
as well as ultimate corrosion resistance. 

RAIDER: What inspires your designs? 

JIM: The biggest inspiration for a knife design 
is just simplicity for me, a knife that can be 
manipulated in the hand for a multitude of tasks 
using different grips. 

When the design starts to heavily compromise 
the usage is when I tear that page out of the book 
and start again, all my knives I take from a sketch 
to a working prototype and use myself before I 
offer it to anyone else, there’s always changes 
to be made. The differences between PieSlicer 
number 1 and number 40 are quite noticeable, all 
born from my own tests plus customer feedback. 

RAIDER: Do you have a preference where edge 
grind is concerned? If so, what and why? 

JIM: Edge grinds are a very important aspect of 
a knife, ultimately that dictates how well it cuts 
and what variation of materials can be cut easily 
with that knife. A very steep grind is useless for 
food prep or fine slicing work, and a full flat grind 
is no good for chopping or splitting. I do try and 
find a balance for the size of knife, thickness of 
the stock steel used and also I engage with the 
customer about what they want to use the knife 
for and try and advise. I recently supplied a knife 
to a current serving soldier, he was adamant for 
a full flat grind like you’d find on a large kitchen 
knife. Knowing that he’ll be using that knife all 
day everyday whilst on deployment I strongly 
advised against it, we all know the first door or 
wooden crate that needs opening that very fine 
edged knife would likely chip on the edges so a 
more stout grind was purchased and needless 
to say he’s very happy with the advice I gave 
and the resulting knife. Finding the balance and 
best combination of options for the customer is 
something 1 100% want to maintain for the future 
of the business and something I believe is the 
most important part of buying a custom knife. 

RAIDER: How do you get your knives to market 
- always an issue for specialist makers? 

JIM: Currently only through social media 
or forums; Instagram has been excellent to 
showcase my work and put me in touch with the 
worldwide knife and tool community, you can 
find me @Noljimmypie or search the #PieSlicer 
tag. My second home is a knife and gear forum, 
www.edgematters.uk where the support has been 


RAIDER: Final question and we know the 
hardest to answer for a custom maker - prices? 

JIM: Prices start at around £80 plus postage 
for the Pocket PieSlicer series and £110 for the 
full size versions but it’s all dependant on the 
materials and finishes used. I always try to 
hold stocks of exotic hardwoods and man made 
resin-based materials such as G10 and Micarta. 
The same is true for the Kydex sheaths, all basic 
flat colours plus a range of camouflage patterns 
are held in stock, Digital desert, Multicam and 
Kryptek Mandrake being the three most popular. 

All knives are supplied sheathed and shaving 
sharp using the Wicked Edge sharpening system 
which is regarded as one of the best hand 
sharpening system s on the market. 

RAIDER: Our thanks to Jim for taking the time 
to talk to us and for sharing his expertise. You 
can follow him and his beautifully handcrafted 
selection of knives on Instagram: @Noljimmypie 


overwhelming and I have a small sub forum that 
I’m currently building up with all the information 
a customer would need. Hopefully if things keep 
growing like they are, a website will be on the 
horizon where you can choose from a host of 
options to build your custom knife. 


RAIDER: What are the greatest challenges in 
knife making? 


JIM: For me at this point finding sufficient hours 
in the day! I'm so keen to explore new designs, 
new materials and new techniques that I’m 
chomping at the bit daily. 


RAIDER: Do you have any views for or against 
with regards to current UK knife laws or is it 
something that troubles you not?! 


JIM: I think it’s all about time, place and 
situation. Use common sense, follow the 
guidelines of the law and you won’t get in trouble. 
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BOOK REVIEW THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


AUTHOR: STEPHEN BUNGAY 
PUBLISHEO BY: QUARTO UK 

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN WAS AND PERHAPS STILL IS ONE 
OF THE MOST ICONIC STRUGGLES BETWEEN NATIONS. IN 
MANY RESPECTS IT WAS A SIMPLE AFFAIR - IN ORDER TO 
HAVE ANY HOPE OF INVADING GREAT BRITAIN NAZI GERMANY 
HAD FIRST TO ACHIEVE AIR SUPERIORITY AND TO DO THAT 
IT HAD TO CRUSH FIGHTER COMMAND. AS A STORY IS HAS 
A SIMPLICITY ABOUT IT ALTHOUGH IT WILL COME AS NO 
SURPRISE THAT THE REALITY WAS ANYTHING BUT. 


STEPHEN BUNGAY 




THE MOST 


ENEMY 

T^?rI ST0RY OS' THTP 

BATTle of BBraS 






Bungay’s retelling of the battle has been 
acclaimed as the best single-volume history yet 
published and we’re not about to disagree with 
that description. He skilfully weaves fact, opinion 
and anecdote to flesh out what we think we 
already know and to demonstrate without fuss 
what we don’t. 

The basic premise of the book is that contrary 
to popular opinion it was Great Britain and 
Fighter Command under Hugh Dowding which 
exhibited all the attributes that we tend to think 
of as 'German’ - preparation, planning, foresight, 
technical excellence and a certain ruthlessness 
whilst the Luftwaffe was riven with squabbles 
between commands and commanders, prima 
donna pilots and technical problems which were 
endemic to the design of their aircraft and their 
intended purpose. The Battle may have been 
the triumph of the 'Few’ over the many but it 
was not won by the stiff upper lips of a bunch 
of Englishmen with a taste for derring-do and a 
sense of fair play. 

It is widely acknowledged that Hitler would have 
preferred to conclude a peace agreement with 
Great Britain after the fall of France, leaving him 
free to pursue his ultimate aim, the subjugation of 
the Soviet Union. That he was unable to do so was 
largely due to the efforts of one man, Winston 
Churchill. On becoming Prime Minister after the 
resignation of Chamberlain, Churchill set out to 



imbue the British people with a sense of their own 
destiny and their importance in standing against 
Nazism, alone if necessary. There were many who 
would have concluded a peace accord, they were 
not, as we might think today with the benefit of 
hindsight, cowards or traitors, but politicians who 
saw little benefit in continuing to fight a European 
war that was all but lost by 1940, at a time when 
Britain’s interests and her empire were global. 

Churchill’s resolve was aided by the efforts 
of Hugh Dowding, head of Fighter Command. 
During the latter stages of the Battle of France 
Dowding had vehemently opposed sending any 
more squadrons of fighters to France, reasoning 
correctly as it emerged, that to do so was to lose 
them when the defence of Britain would depend 
upon them. It was Dowding’s trenchant defence 
of Fighter command that ensured that when 
they were most needed, the fighters required to 


defend Britain were available. 

On the other side of the Channel, things were 
simply not so straightforward. Bungay devotes 
some considerable time to an analysis of the 
roots of the Luftwaffe, it’s tactics and strategy 
and to the personalities involved. Although 
there is no denying that there were considerable 
politics at play within the RAF, they were as 
nothing to the shenanigans going on within 
Nazi Germany as individuals constantly sought 
power and advantage, often to the detriment 
of the overall war effort. Where Dowding had 
the indomitable and much-respected Keith Park 
four-square behind him, Goering had nothing 
and perhaps for the first time in a history of this 
period he emerges as an almost lonely figure. 
We’ll stop well short of offering any sympathy 
but the failure to win air superiority was not 
purely of his making. 
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Bungay dissects nearly every aspect of the battle 
from aircraft design and maintenance to the 
importance of the Chain Home radar system and 
the tactics used by pilots. The RAF’s insistence 
on the the rigid three-plane 'Vic’ formation 
was largely ignored by experienced pilots and 
squadron leaders and despite their relative 
success it took far too long for this to filter back 
to the training establishments. On the other 
hand, many German pilots found their ability to 
engage their enemy hampered by having to fly 
as wingmen to 'star’ pilots whose tally of enemy 
aircraft directly corresponded to winning ever 
more illustrious decorations. It was a widely held 
belief amongst Luftwaffe pilots that their lives 
were ultimately expendable in the search for 
glory by their more ambitious colleagues, not a 
situation likely to help morale. 

The RAF wasn’t without controversy - 
Leigh-Mallory’s persistent advocacy of the 
Big-wing theory - assembling several squadrons 
at once before attacking enemy aircraft - was 
a thorn in the side of both Dowding and Park. 
Dowding’s opposition to a demonstrably flawed 
approach was used to hasten his retiral from 
Fighter Command, especially as Leigh-Mallory 
had the vaunted Douglas Bader in his pocket 
supporting this misguided tactic. 

Battles seldom truly turn on a single event, and 
this is true of the Battle of Britain. In order to 



win many things had to come together, and stay 
together - supply of aircraft (Bungay is passingly 
scathing of Lord Beaverbrook’s true contribution 
here pointing out that aircraft production was 
rising steeply before he was appointed by 
Churchill to oversee it), the supply of pilots, the 
maintenance of airfields and the provision of 
technical services. Interestingly Bungay suggests 
that at almost no point in the battle did the 
Luftwaffe succeed in truly threatening Fighter 
Command by attacking airfields. Runways, which 
were more often than not grass strips were 
quickly repaired following raids and even attacks 
on the various Sector Command Stations (which 
the Germans seemed to be utterly ignorant of) 
seldom caused a lack of control that lasted more 
than a few hours. 

For Bungay, once the heroics and histrionics 
are stripped away, Britain won the battle in the 
sky because she was better prepared, better 
equipped and had developed better systems 
of communication and control. Contrast this 
with the Luftwaffe where fighter pilots could 
not talk to bomber pilots because their radios 
were permanently set to completely different 
frequencies... 

The resilience of the British spirit played a part, 
but the resilience and flexibility of the Fighter 
defences put in pace by men like Dowding and 
Park were utterly key to the victory. Although 



stretched, fighter command never really came 
close to breaking, despite impressions to the 
contrary. Dowding was always able to rest 
squadrons even during the height of the fighting. 

Bungay’s history is sweeping and detailed at 
one and the same time, there is no absence of 
detail from both sides of the battle and there 
is sufficient anecdotal evidence to remind the 
reader that this was battle involving men, not 
simply a trial between two strategies. It is in 
this completeness that the very real value of 
this book lies, it is neither a dry recitation of 
fact nor a breathless boys-own tale of daring 
and courage. For readers who consider 
themselves well versed in the Battle it is to be 
very highly recommended. In it they will find 
the flesh that fills out their understanding of the 
battle, it’s genesis and outcome, the importance 
of certain key individuals and the effect they 
had for good or ill. 

It is, in our opinion, the very best single volume 
history of this epic struggle that took place in 
1940, possibly the best history of the Battle of 
Britain written, and Stephen Bungay is to be 
lauded for bringing analytical rigour to the story 
of this period while never losing sight of the 
underlying humanity. As the cliche goes, if you 
only read one history of the Battle, make sure 
it’s this one. 
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DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOOT ‘EM! 




A number of the items below are part of the prize that’s up for grabs, but not all of them, we felt 
that these had enough individual merit to justify highlighting. 

The Wave head torch has a seriously neat trick up it’s sleeve, one that is actually useful. We 
have suggestions to keep your electronics going while away from reliable power sources and a 
brilliantly simple suggestion to protect those very gadgets from the worst the weather can throw 
at them. Finally a sensible option as far as first aid kits are concerned - maybe not the most 
exciting thing going, but vital nonetheless. 


□ £899 - EBAY 

DUAL USB, WATERPROOF SOLAR-POWERED PHONE CHARGER 

Smartphones, don’t you love them? More computing power than NASA until recently and yet it all slips 
into your shirt pocket. There is only one teeny, tiny problem - all that epicness draws a lot of power and 
it’s hardly unusual these days for phones to need recharging every day, sometimes more often than that. 

Power reserves aren’t a new idea - it’s basically a battery pack from which you can recharge your 
phone but we really liked the fact that this one packs a lot of punch - SOOOmah to be precise - but adds 
the potential to use nothing more than sunlight to keep it topped up. 

In fairness to the supplier, they make no bones about the fact that to fully charge this device using 
sunlight alone would take 50 hours under optimal conditions to charge from empty. Realistically you 
would charge it from a charger of computer USB connection and then allow nature to keep the charge 
topped up. 

Being dust-proof and moderately waterproof it is ideal for all of you who like to venture beyond the 
beaten track and who rely on your phones for navigation or just plain old communication. In effect you 
are carrying another days worth of power in your pocket or clipped to your backpack and that extra 
might just prove to be seriously important. Typical of it’s breed, it incorporates a white LED allowing it 
to serve as an emergency torch if required. 

There are a whole host of these devices available - we went with this one as it’s typical of the breed 
and at a price that should break the bank but depending on your particular needs it’s worth shopping 
around. You could carry a spare battery, but let’s see you recharge that with only sunlight! 



WE HAVE THE USUAL 
MIXEU BAG UF ITEMS 
FOR YUU THIS MONTH, 
ALTHOUGH THERE IS TIE 
IN WITH THE APUCALYPSE 
BAG COMPETITIUN WE’RE 
RUNNING (SEE PAGE 13 
OF THIS MUNTH’S ISSUE). 
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£19.99 - WWW.HIGHLANDER-OUTDOOR.COM 

HIGHLANDER WAVE 3 WATT LED HEADTORCH 


The world is awash with headtorches, so there has to be something a bit unique about one for it to 
stand out. The secret to the Wave’s attraction is in the name - it’s motion activated. Headtorches 
aren’t generally noted for their convenient on-off switches, it’s a size thing. The Wave tackles 
this problem head on (excuse the pun) by fitting a motion sensor to their torch. You can choose 
whether or not to activate it, but once enabled it is enough to wave your hand within 20 cm of 
the light to switch it on or off. 

Hardly the newest technology going but we spent a ridiculous amount of time passing our 
hands across our face just to make the light work! Even though you understand what’s going on, 


there is still a spark of magic about this. 

If that was all, it would be a nice touch but hardly exceptional, fortunately the wave has more 
than sufficient features to recommend it. The elasticated headband is extremely comfortable 
and the light unit can be angled to put the light right where you need it. The three AAA 
batteries required to power the light are stored in an east to access box fitted to the rear of the 
headband, and changing them is an absolute breeze. 

In normal mode the torch has two intensity settings, high and low along with a strobe function - each accessed by pressing the power button. The sensor 
function is activated or deactivated by using a smaller, secondary button to the side of the unit and can be operated independently of the main switch. 

Once active you simply wave your hand across the front of the unit and Voila! Let there be light. In this mode the headlight only operates at full intensity. 

It’s a simple idea that makes the headtorch so much more usable and like us you will probably wonder how you managed wit u ~" il 



£12.99 - WWW.HIGHLANDER-OUTDOOR.COM 

PRO-FORCE WPX PROTECTOR 

We could be harsh and suggest that this is just a waterproof bag with a lanyard, and we would if it didn’t actually work as 
well as it does. 

Complex electronics, be they phones, cameras or GPS generally have an ambivalent relationship with water, which is to 
say that unless they are properly protected, they hate it. If you are going to venture into areas where wet is part of the 
description you have a few options; you could leave your devices at home, you could spend quite a bit of cash buying 
only devices with a waterproof rating or you could wrap them in a ziploc bag or two and hide them in your rucksack. All 
of these work but they’re either expensive or make your device effectively unusable. The WPX protector could save you 
a whole lot of grief, not to mention cost. 

It is ridiculously simple to use, pop your device into the bag, fold it over, clip it to the plastic bar. Done. You now have a 
double seal protecting your device but the really important thing is that you can still use it. Yes, the touch-screen experience 
isn’t quite as slick as you’re used to and the sound quality suffers a little, but only a little. Everything still works including 
the camera(s) but your precious is safe from muck and water. 

We tested the WPX with a Lumia 535 phone, a 5” Windows phone. It fitted without difficulty, the screen was both readable 
and usable and the front and back cameras still delivered perfectly acceptable results. Lacking rain (most unusual given 
the summer we have had here in the UK) we had the bizarre experience of taking our phone into the shower. We’re glad to 
report that it remained both completely dry and completely functional. 

If we are completely honest we looked at this product with a certain amount of “Really?” but it has won us over completely 
because whatever else it is, it works and that’s the most important attribute any accessory can have. For not much more 
than a packet of your finest smokes these days it is an ideal way to protect your beloved electronics. Highly recommended! 


H £12.99 - WWW.HIGHLANDER-OUTDOOR.COM 

FIRST AID “MIDI-PACK” 

Whether you are heading for the back of beyond or simply travelling, carrying a first aid kit is a sensible idea. 

You can simply put your own together, choosing the items that you think you’ll need but if you aren’t certain 
what to pack a kit like the Midi-pack can be a very good starting point. 

Supplied in a ripstop red nylon pack with a dual waterproof zip the kit contains the following items. 

To this basic assortment we would add painkillers, diarrhoea remedy 
and some rehydration sachets. Thus equipped you have the basics; 
both for exploring and travelling. We appreciate that some of you may 
be uncomfortable supplying drugs of any kind but in our experience if 
the recipient isn’t in a position to make the decision to take them you 
probably need an ambulance. 

A kit like this is purposely limited, there is a compromise between 
what you can carry and how big the pack gets. Unless you are willing 
to lug a full trauma pack, and are qualified to use it, this is probably as 
much as most of us need. 

There are couple of nice and useful touches - the belt loop features 
both Velcro and popper closures which should make a deal more 
secure in use. We also much prefer the bright red colour of the pack as 
opposed to the more commonly seen green. It is highly visible and it’s 
unlikely that anyone would struggle to guess what it is amongst a pile 
of kit. The contents are all contained within a ziploc polythene bag and 
we always keep them there, replacing the bag as necessary. 


□ Water resistant zip 

B Belt loop with poppers/velcro 
B 5x5cm low adhesive pad 
B 12x Assorted safety pins 

□ Antiseptic wipes 

□ 4xlcm fabric strip 

B 7.5x5cm Wow bandage 
B 2.5x5cm Microporous tape 
B 7.5x4.5cm Crepe bandage 
B Wound closure strips pack 

□ Triangular bandage 
BA pair of vinyl gloves 
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NEPAL PRO 

> Waterproof and breathable with GO RE -TEX' 

> Improved damping with HAIX* Absorption 


> Slip resistant Rubber/PU sole 

> HAIX® Climate System 




Quality shoes for 
firefighters, police, 
rescue services, 
hunting, workwear 
and leisure time 


Q fubel 


IHAlXhero /hiiibooti 


ifirww.haix.com 
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LEDER-QLOS 


HIGH SHINE WAX 


FOR PARADE & 


BARRACKS USE 
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STOCKISTS 

J BULL Cdtterick ! SILVERMANS London | BASE CAMP Arbroath j BECKET5 Norwich 
CADET DIRECT 1 Sussex AUBERG Yoikshtte | CAMOFLAGE STORE Devon 
DRAGON SUPPLIES Cokhester | JJ SUPPLIES Breton | HENRY DUBQftA Aldershot 
MILITARY KIT Manchester | TAUNTON LEISURE Exeter, Bristol. Taunton 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE N. Wales | TDPOFTHE RANGE Tatit aster 
ENFORCE LOGIC Windsor | ATR BA SSI NG BOURN ftoyston 
ADVENTURE ONE Glasgow | MOD SOUTH WICK PARK Fareham 
RAF HALTON Aylesbury | BATTLESBURY BARRACKS Warminster 
HAZEL BROOK BARRACKS ArbgrFeeld | BAY STORES HMW5 Clyde 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN MOST SHOPS AND PMS IN CAMPS 
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GUIDE PRICE: £27.50 


BLUE FORCE GEAR -TEN SPEED DOUBLE M4 



Von should 
know by n ow 
that BlueForce 
Gear's Ten 
Speed pouches 
nre as light as 
they get with their elasticated 
construction. It's so simple but 
it's so effects ve< The weight 
and profile dI these pouches 
is as minimal as it gets and 
they have been seen in use 
by Parajumpers and other 
Sf ur its around t h e wo rid . 

This dual M4 pouch is 
usef li I f o r a d ding capati \y 
to the Front or sides oF 
chest rigs and plate 
carriers. The strength 
of these pouches is in 
the extraction be 

sure to team them 
with a dump pouch for 
high-speed drills. 




GUIDE PRICE: £32.51 


BLUE FORCE GEAR 
FLAP TOP M4 
NEW GENERATION 


The Flap-Top 
M4 pouch from 
BFG has been 
redesigned to 
reduce seams 
and simplify 
construction in an effort to 
red uce weight anrie nhanc e 
durability. The Flap is also made 
mo re attest bte a n d ea si e r 
to operate without looking 
or in no’ light scenarios bv 
the addition of a small bead 
laminated hEtween the layers 
of textile. Feel for the bead 
and tear open the Velcro 
Hap. The Double M4 pouch is 
elasticated around the middle 
to keep retention tight but 
also to minimise noise. 


GUIDE PRICE: £24.99 




GUIDE PRICE: €22.50 


BLUE FORCE GEAR -TEN SPEED x2 PISTOL 





The Daub I e pistol 
pouch from 
BFG uses (he 
same tried and 
true method 
as the primary 
mggaaine pouches but scaled 
down. Taking up around the samE 
area of real estate as. a single 
primary pouch, the double ptslol 
is ideal to fit on ibe Front oF a 
plate carrier for some secure 
yet fait access secondary 
ammunition, when empty, 
it's practically hat and lotally 
unobtrusive. As well as 
magazines, these pouches 
are comfortable housing 
flashlights and multitools. 



BLUE FORCE GEAR -FRAG GRENADE POUCH 




Round frag 
grenades are 
touch to 
carry and a 
dedicated 
pouch is 
generally required to do the 
job well BFG's effort is a 
Hghtwe ighi and com pi i ant 
material pouch with a Hap 
top that closes and cinches 
down with a small nexus 
dtp and will accept a frag 
grenade up to around the 
size of a tennis frail, when 
empty it flattens- down 
without obstruction and 
only takes up a minimal 
amount of M;QLLE space. 

Great for belt mounting. 
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GEAR ZONE 


IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR SOME LIGHTWEIGHT, LOW PROFILE KIT BECAUSE, AS THEY ALWAYS 
SAY, “LESS IS MORE”. WELL, THIS MONTH WE HAVE CAREFULLY SELECTED A HOST OF GEAR 
FROM A COUPLE OF HIGH-END MANUFACTURERS THAT IS PRIMARILY INTENDED TO SHAVE 
OUNCES, LOWER YOUR PROFILE AND KEEP YOU MOVING FAST. ALTHOUGH ALLTHIS GEAR IS 
PICTURED IN GREY, IT’S ALL ALSO AVAILABLE IN COYOTE, GREEN, BLACK AND MULTICAM. 



GUIDE PRICE: £ 174.99 


BLUE FORCE GEAR - PLATEMINUS 


The MINUS concept is taken to the extreme with BFG’s PlateMINUS. It’s one 
of the most low profile, lightweight and minimal plate carriers on the mar 
weighing less than some traditional pouches. It’s made from a proprietary, 
water-proof, rot-proof, tear resistant and anti-microbial material that is 
insanely strong, comparable to traditional 1000 denier Cordura. The d' 
simple and in essence, it’s mostly at home as an armour carrier, becai 
real estate is rather limited. There’s no cummerbund to speak of, just simple elasticated 1” webbing 
straps to fasten the rig in place and a triple M4 pouch just about fits across the front. If you are used 
to carrying large radios and the like, you might find the PlateMINUS limiting, but after some use, we 
have to say, sometimes carrying just the essentials as this small platform forces you to do, makes for a 
faster, more aggressive operator. 


GUIDE PRICE: £ 79.99 


I 


GUIDE PRICE: FROM £ 32.50 


BLUE FORCE GEAR -TRAUMA KIT NOW! 



Possibly 
their largest 
and most 
complex 
pouch, the 
Trauma 


Kit NOW! from BFG features 
a large, shaped pouch with 
an organiser carriage insert 
that slots inside. Despite 
it’s complexity though, the 
pouch is designed so that 
the user can open and 
access the contents with 
just one finger. Critical 
when it comes to saving 
lives. This high speed 
medical kit access maybe 
also be used for other key 
items, but if you do carry 
a first aid kit and have the 
knowhow to use it, this 
is one of the best ways in 
which to do so. 



BLUE FORCE GEAR- UTILITY PUUCHES 



If you are looking 
to add capacity 
to a pack or add 
pouches onto the 
back panel of your 
plate carrier, these 
horizontal utility 
pouches are ideal. 
Boasting a large 
capacity they are 
perfect for storing 
sleeping gear, 
jackets, tool kits 
or a hearty lunch. 
Intelligent design and 
internal dividers to 
keep kit accessible and 
organised. 
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I — lir wrTl smoke Pouch Mt& 

l£j 1 1 [®] between the M4 Pouch 
and the Pistol pouch 
ri' £ ?fjhJ±jJ in terms of size and 
\m \ p jjkj yq as it’s name wou id 
— — I suggest, ts id eol for 
military smoke grenades. This also 
makes it an ideal size and decent 
fit for many of the disposable pyro 
items you- can f req uonlty see used in 
the field. The smoke pouch uses the 
updated lid design as per the M4 
Double pouch, and the same easy- r 'Sf. 
location bead is found sandwiched 
in between layers of material. % 


Here's a traditional utility 
pouch from Slue Force 
Gear. Often used to side on 
one side of a p late carrier 
cummerbund 
or chest 


rig, this utility pouch is 
perfectly sized to sit 
without obstructing 
your movement, 
but still giving 
you access to r 

frequently 
needed supplies. 
Whether it's first 
aid. grenades 
or mvG, you'll 
be able to stow 
ii away safely 
m this pouch. 

Thanks to the 
flexible and 
compliant 
materials used, 
it's easier to 
toad up and 
zip up than 

manystilfer, / 

heavier 

pouches. 


Much has been said about the h&Gi 
i I EJ Cose a Leg r ig in the pages of Raids r 
T* a * rea dV- b U L we had to check out this 
W. f new grey version. Whatever colour 

[m \ you choose, you ’ll find a per Fee liy 

balanced, optimally positioned piece 

of Equipment that is ideal as a compliment id an 
existing set up but also sufficient as a standalone item 
for smaller drills and patrols. The platform itseir is 
positioned to make it feel more secure than n drop 
leg but also not as bulky as a full battle belt and the 
pouches are ever-versalile Tacos, happy to accept all 
shapes and sizes of magazine, 
if the configuration of the rig itself isn't your thing, 
H5GI also produce a MOL Lt panel essentially the 
foundation of the leg rig alone, that allows you to 
tailor your pouches to your own specification, 
wit h ce rta i n pauc h e s mtheHSGi range, you A. 

could conciovably carry up to six primary JB 

magazines on a panel alone! Because of its 
molle adaptability, you are not restricted 
to running just h$gi pouches, you could use 
any product from any brand that uses the 
near universal system, tn Fact, why stop at 
pouches? There are plenty of other items. 
like hoi sters weapon retention devices t har Hr? 1 
would work well in a hip-mountEd position, wUf ji 

frags, 40mm grenades or even a utility 
pouch would work. ,,, _ QBSj 


mm 

WmM 


GU IDE PRICE: £ 22,50 
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BEAR ZONE 


GUIDE PRICE: £ 59.99 


ii 


GUIDE PRICE: £ 32.65 


HSGI - SUREGRIP MDLLE BELT SLEEVE 

A "belt o r dcr is a great way to run fast and iigh i Iiue it tan fail 
if your belt platform isn't up to the task. The HSGI SureGrip 
features a padded sleeve to shroud your existing riggers or 
duty bell and is lined with a remarkably grippy. soft textured 
material that simply does rot move on your body when 
fastened, in the past we've used belts that have a tendency 
to rise up or droop down, making them uncomfortable and impractical, but 
the HSGI SureGrip does a better fob than most. Whether you are running a 
standalone rig or adding to a full load out it's worth oh e eking one of these nut. 

unspaced molle webbing means it’s possible to mount pouches at a variety 
of different heights, making it possible to ensure that they clear the bottom 
edge of your plofe carrier without fouling. There are also 4 attachment points 
for a suspender system if you really need to load the belt up. 






BLUE FORCE GEAR 
TEN SPEED SINGLE M4 


It's a simple, effective 


pouch that is more than 
useful! The Ten Speed 
Single M4 pouch 
provides not only a 
great place to stash 
a single, rapid access magazine for 
your primary weapon , but it's also 
great for notepads, smokes or Other 
grenades. You can even fit small 
radios in I hem without any trouble 
and the best thing is. is that 
everything is held securely by 
the tight hug of the elasticated 
material. 


GUIDE PRICE: £ 22.50 


ITW - EAST MAGS (FOLIAGE GREEN) 

Although we”ve pictured most of the kit here in a grey tone, 
wo picked the iTW Fast Mag pouches In Foliage Green. Why? 
Well, they don't come in grey, but the FG colour is so neutral, 
i t bl ends weft wi t h the rest of t h e g rey gea r and wo u I tf n't 
look out of place on a load out. Many operators like the solid 
retention and rapid extraction offered by Fast Mags, and as 
such you can usually find them belt mounted in that prime spot for reloading 
when you need to most. 





HSGI -DOUBLE DECKER TACO 


l t r s advertised as a single 
pistol pouch and it's true 
that this pouch is ideal 
for housing double slack 
9mm sized pouches or 
even single stack .45 
pouches but it J s also great for folding knives, 
multitools and Has blights. Care wo soy it, 
you can even slip a Mars bar or tourniquet 
in there perfectly, both life- saving devices 
in their own right. They take up Just one 
column of MOLL t webbing, so squeeze on 
in where you can. 




The Double Decker is one 
of the Taco setectionof 
pouches from hsgi and 
although they have seem 
some evolution over three 
gene ration! of development, 
the fundamentals are the same. The pouch, 
instead of being of rigid dimensions, is 
actually bound by stretchy shock cord. 

Polymer sliders at the side mean magazines of 
all shapes and sizes go in and out without any 
trouble, but also, thanks to the elasticated 
principle, the level of retention is high. This 
configuration stacks a secondary magazine 
on top of a primary magazine pouch. 


BLUE FORGE GEAR 
TEN SPEED PISTOL 
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T KIT FROM BLUE FORCE GEAR AND H S G 



GUIDE PRICE: £22.50 


HSGI- SINGLE M4 
TACO POUCH 

The single Taco pouch 
is where the whole 
concept started. 
Instead of specific, 
awkward pouches, 
the Taco gave us a 
single, multi-use pouch that was as 
easy to get almost any magazine 
back into as it was to get them 
out. These days, instead of hand- 
formed kydex, HSGI have custom 
moulded polymer pieces and 
the level of finish is neater and 
tidier. That said, even one of our 
older generation Taco pouches 
is still going strong! This 

^ole pouch has the capacity £ 
e primary mag t 
■■^gh give to hoQB 
even a beer can sized object 
and hold it reliably. 


GUIDE PRICE: £29.99 


BLUE FORCE GEAR 
TEN SPEE D TRIPLE M4 

is the mainstay of many 
operators and possibly 
BFG’s most popular 
individual pouch. We’ve 
seen this mounted 
on high end plate carriers worn by 
Parajaumpers, SEALS and CAG and many 
guys have realised the benefit of such 
a low-profile pouch to augment the 
built-in kangaroo pouch they have on / 
their carrier. In short, great capacity, 
massive versatility and a negligible Jm ml 

weight and bulk penalty. / • ‘ . 1 

This makes these pouches ideal / / ■ . • 

for 5.56 primary armament 
magazines, but they can also 
.iied into action to hold 
mer items including pyro 
and grenades. 



GUIDE PRICE: £18.99 


HSGI- SINGLE PISTOLTACO 

The diminutive Single Pistol 
Taco might be the smallest 
of the range, but it’s no less 
useful than the rest. Sure, it’ll 
swallow up pretty much any 
pistol magazine you care 
to throw its way, but it is also ideal for lights, 
batons, tools and folding knives. You will even 
comfortably fit flash bang sized grenades and 
ro inside. 



..VEPlCTURtOTHtSt 

Us 

BL coursemulti^m 



ir t±. 
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INNOVATION AT IT’S BEST 



LAST MONTH WE LOOKED ATTHE 
STUFFA ONE, AND WHILE WE 
APPLAUDED THE CONCEPT WE WERE 
A LITTLE DUBIOUS AS TO JUST HOW 
PRACTICAL IT WAS. THIS MONTH 
WE ARE TAKING A LOOK AT IT’S 
BIGGER BROTHER, THE ODYSSEY. THE 
UNDERLYING CONCEPT IS THE SAME 
-A JACKET THAT INCORPORATES 
CONSIDERABLE AMOUNTS OF 
STORAGE AND CARRYING CAPACITY 
ALLOWING YOU TO REDUCE OR DO 
AWAY WITH LUGGAGE. 


The Stuffa One was a body warmer style jacket, 
the Odyssey is a different animal, a waterproof 
shell with a zip out “waistcoat” which constitutes 
the carrying capacity. 

This strikes us as a better layout and we will 
return to it shortly. 

The jacket itself is a “waterproof, single skin 
outer jacket with a removable inner jacket. It has 
12 stuffable concealed pockets, allowing you to 
ditch the baggage when travelling, and stuff full 
to keep warm when the temperature drops. The 
lightweight outer shell, on its own, is a great bit 
of kit. Built to keep you outside longer, to explore 
further. It’s extremely versatile. The Odyssey 
can be worn all year round and gives you options 
without limitations. So pack, travel, and head out 
to whatever it is you’re doing.” 

That’s what they say. We would agree with the 
description of the jacket, it is a ripstop, single 
layer jacket in black. It has a hood made from the 
same material and it is refreshing to see that this 
isn’t concealed - concealed hoods are all very well 


but often they are an uncomfortable compromise. 

It has two slash pockets, one each side, secured 
by zips. There is also a zipped external pocket on 
the left breast. 

The hood and hem are adjustable via 
drawstrings secured by high quality nylon cord 
clamps, cuffs can be sized using the Velcro 
adjusters. The overall construction feels good 
although some lining in the arms at least would 
make it more comfortable to wear when dressed 
only in a short sleeved shirt or T-shirt. 

Zipped into the main body of the jacket is the 
load carrying waistcoat. It is constructed from 
the same sort of fine mesh as the interior of the 
Stuffa One. It was immediately notable that more 
of the pockets were equipped with zips to keep the 
contents secure. 

Some of the lower pockets are clearly ideal for 
carrying things like personal electronics - tablets 
etc. while the pockets on the back are probably 
better suited to carrying softer items like folded 
clothes. Unlike the One, the interior section can 


be completely removed and hung up once you 
reach your destination, so you don’t have to carry 
everything around with you at all times. This is a 
definite improvement, although it’s presence does 
add a bit of insulation to an otherwise thin shell. 

Once again we tried our 'stuff’ test and we 
cannot argue that you can get a lot of things into 
the jacket. The previously mentioned electronics 
in the form of a tablet and phone were easy to 
store and easy to reach being at the front. Less 
vital items we stored in the back pockets where 
folding is important unless you want to look a little 
like Quasimodo! 

As with the One, we felt that we had bulked up 
noticeably once this was fully loaded, and in truth 
we had. Stuffa are trying to pull off an almost 
impossible trick, although the aesthetics of it are 
probably not paramount. It’s simply not possible 
to carry as much as the Odyssey is capable of 
without it showing. The only way you could get 
around this would be to make the jacket so large 
to start with that no matter how much you had 
inside would be invisible. At this point you would 
have something which, however well-intentioned, 
was frankly unusable, and a compromise is 
therefore inevitable. 

What we will say is that we definitely felt less 
encumbered in the Odyssey that we did in the 
One. We suspect that is entirely down to the very 
different design with what amounts to a dedicated 
load bearing section, and the ability to remove 
that is very welcome. 

We come back to the basic design and concept. 
Like the One reviewed last month, the Odyssey is a 
compromise, it cannot be anything else. It is less 
of a compromise and that to us makes it a more 
attractive proposition. The jacket is well made 
and offers excellent protection from the elements 
(given that you are unlikely to go mountain 
climbing in it). The storage is functional although 
for obvious reasons not all of it can be accessed as 
easily as the pockets inside the front of the jacket. 

Ultimately we come back to the position we had 
with the Stuffa One - it’s a novel idea that will 
clearly appeal to a number of travellers. For us 
the jury is still out as to whether it represents a 
viable alternative to using a bag. It’s a personal 
decision and we suspect that those who appreciate 
what Stuffa do are passionate about their designs 
and gear. 
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View our full range of Vietnam, WW1 , WW2 T \ 
and modern clothing and equipment online J 


US M42 rein- 
forced Jump Suit 


WW2 British 
Midwar Soldier 


British WW2 Air- 
borne Uniform 


ERDL Canto 
Tropical Suit 


US 3rd Pattern 
jungle suit 


WWWSOFMIUTftBY.BBJlK 


13 Tyn-Y-I.lidiart Ind list, Corwen, Denbighshire, LI.21 9QX 
Email: sales@sofmilitary.co.uk Tel: 0149(1 412225 


J. faciibook.oom/sof military 
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TAB IT AND BAB IT! 



CONTINUING ON FROM LAST MONTHS LOOK AT THE HA2ARD4 RANGE, THIS MONTH WE 
TAKE A JOURNEY WITH 5,11. FOR YEARS 5.11 HAVE BEEN A PREMIUM SELLER IN THE 
TACTICAL WORLD, AND WITH A BAG FOR NEARLY ALL OCCASIONS; FROM GEAR TO GUNS, 
WE JUST SIMPLY HAD TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR FAVOURITES FROM THE RANGE! 


£90 

CDVRTBOXPACK 

I f vo u I rke t he i dea of be i ng rea d y for 
anything, the CQVR7 BoxpaCk from 5J] 
gives vo u the capacity for the kit you need 
in a sleek and stylish package that will fit 
in at work or on the high street. Despite an 
unassuming profile, theCOVRT is built tough 
as they come and with more Features and 
compartments than you can shake a stick at! 


£135 

ALL HAZARDS PRIME 

If a more overt* traditional military styled 
pack is your thing, the Alt Hazards Prime 
back pack will be one to seriously consider. 
The primary stand-out feature, over the top 
of the usual dividers and internal pouches is 
the large helmet compartment that doubles 
as a great large capacity dump pouch for 
irregular items or is ideal For a sleeping hag. 




5,11 

COVERT M4 

if you need to carry your gun in a public place, 
you MEED a decent gun bag. The CGVRT M4 
pack has been designed to carry a carbine or 
rifle in an inconspicuous manner and to have 
the appearance of a sports bag on the outside. 
This helps you Feel a lot less self-conscious if 
you need to use public transport and will keep 
your gun safely away from prying eyes! 



a All- weather roll top tactical C£W backpack, 
a Quick roll top main compartment, 
a Multiple externally-accessible pockets, 
a Concealed carry pistol compartment. 

El Padded back for comfortable wear. 

□ Back panel zipper for easy access to 
hydration pouch and padded laptop storage. 

□ Fleece lined sunglass pocket. 

□ Left and right pistol magazine pockets. 

□ Padded shoulder straps with MOLIE. 

□ Sternum strap with quick release buckle, 

H Quick release waist belt stabiliser, 

2 Accessory / ballistic panel bottom pocket. 

B padded top carry handle. 

□ Water resistant finish. 

□ Moisture resistant closed cell padding. 

□ Durable Duraflex hardware. 

□ Reinforced ykk zippers. 

□ 16SQD ballistic Polyester. 

□ Material: 100% Polyester 

□ Dimensions: 14' T x21 ,T x7*’. 

□ Weight: i! 6 Gg. 


S3 Small front zip pocket. 

□ Front admin pocket with internal dividers. 

S Lined helmet shove-it pocket. 

□ Compartment with tear-out medical pouches. 
E Fleece lined glasses pocket. 

E compartment with padded laptop sleeve. 

E Hydration compartment. 

E Baton pass through pockets on both sides. 

E Drop leg pouch attachment. 

B Yoke shoulder strap. 

E Adjustable sternum strap, 
a Waist belt attachment, 
a Padded and stiffened back, 

B Tacky rubber on lower back side. 
h Rigid grab and go handle. 

E 3x6 fastener area at the front. 

E Side loop fastener area for identif ication. 

E Puli tabs complete with rubber 5.11 logo. 

E Material: 600 D water resistant Nylon. 

E Overall exterior dimensions: ll.5"x2Q.5"x9'\ 

□ Main compartment: 29 litres 
E Weight: approx. lOSDg. 


B Overall capacity: 28 liters (1705 cu.in.h 
Q Covert gun bag with integrated R.A.t. 

E Quicktact accessory strap. 

□ Ambidextrous carry system. 

□ cross body stabilizing strap. 

□ External section sized for 5 .11 Bail Out Bag. 

□ Padded interior. 

□ Aerospace shoulder strap and back pad. 

□ Quick detach shoulder strap. 

□ Reinforced grab and go handles, 

□ Durable Duraflex hardware. 

□ Sturdy YKK self-healing Uppers throughout. 

□ Water and weather resistant. 

□ Tear- resistant construction. 

□ Dual zip ISO degree access on front and 
main compartments. 

□ Molded grip pulls on all zippers. 

□ internal barrel catch and attachment strap. 

□ Padded muzzle cup. 

□ Material: 500D/42QD Nylon. 

□ Weight: 1160g. 

□ Main compartment size: 34"xL2"x2.!r. 
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BAG IT UP 
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INVEST IN THE BEST 
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It's easy to forget buying something seemingly mundane like a good bag or pack 
and ending up spending as little as possible on something that will get you by. 

Make a solid choice though and you’ll have a partner for life safely carrying your 
precious belongings around. Invaluable purpose-built organisers help you keep 
track of items in day-to-day life, things like charger leads, spare batteries and 
sunglasses that can easily get lost or damaged and that cost will soon add up. 

The main reason to buy a quality pack though is reliability. There’s nothing 
worse than having a bag give out on you on your daily commute so ideally you want 
something you can rely on in even the hardest situations. 5.11 bring us a selection of 
packs and bags built to military specifications but with a rounded feature set that 
will accompany you at school, work or on holiday. 


£135 

: £103.50 

mi £72 

Ud DC FLT LINE 

; kJ SELECT CARRY SLING PACK j 

id SH0CK36” RIFLE CASE 


Heading overseas but want something a little 
more manly than that old floral suitcase? 5.11 
have the DC FLT Line case in their range that 
gives you the scope to tactically transition 
those airport lounges for a weekend away or 
even a weekend in the thick of it! Finished in 
a sleek grey, the DC FLT Line balances tactical 
with smart and presentable. 


The Select Carry Sling Pack gives you two 
bags in one. The primary pack is designed to 
conceal a small gun covertly and attached to 
this you get a front pouch that doubles as a 
waist pack that can be used to support the 
weapon you are carrying. It’s ideal if you are 
travelling light to the range or simply want a 
stylish and unusual day sack. 


If you travel with your guns and you want a 
reliable and secure storage and transport 
solution, the 5.11 Shock 36” allows you to 
haul one gun of up to 36” long in absolute 
style and safety. It can be worn as a 
backpack and with the “doubletap” colour 
selection, it looks no more conspicuous than 
a guitar or sports hold-all. 


B Capacity: 55.5 litrs (3388 cu in). 

B Meets US Carry-on specifications. 

B Durable multi-stage collapsible handle. 

B Integrated laser-cut web platform. 

B Three reinforced grab handles. 

B Removable mesh toiletry bag. 

B Insulated laptop sleeve. 

B Hypoallergenic foam padded interior. 

B Locking zippers on main compartments. 

B Heavy-duty wheeled base. 

B Hard corner protection. 

B YKK self-healing zippers throughout. 

B 840D Ballistic Nylon blend for resilience. 

B Tandem luggage strap with release buckle. 
B Supports 5.11 Stay Secure Snap System. 

B Water, stain and soil resistant finish. 

B Extensive Bartacking at stress points. 

B Business card holder. 

B Supports custom embroidery. 

B Material: 840D Ballistic Nylon. 

B External size: 22”xl4”xll”. 



B Overall capacity: 15 liters (893 cu.in.). 

B Covert, secure and versatile sling pack. 

B Sized for a sub machinegun. 

B Internal webbing with Velcro and 
compression straps. 

B Front CCW pocket with internal loop Velcro. 
B MOLLE, SlickStick, and TacTec compatible. 
B Detachable pistol pouch. 

B Hot-Pull tabs ensure reliable deployment. 

B Hydration bladder and water bottle pocket. 
B 2 litres hydration mesh pocket. 

B Cross body stabilizing strap. 

B Padded aerospace mesh backing. 

B Quick-release breakaway strap. 

B Rugged haul handle. 

B Hook and loop fastener patch panels for ID. 
B Durable Duraflex hardware. 

B Sturdy YKK zippers with pub tabs. 

B Subtle branding. 

B Material: 1050D/840D Nylon. 

B Main compartment dimensions: 21”xl7”x5”. 
B Weight: 1200g. 



B Lightweight, professional and affordable. 

B Highly mobile with rifle retention straps. 

B Holds one 36” rifle. 

B Fully padded main compartment. 

B Shoulder straps converts to backpack straps. 
B Dual locking main compartment zippers. 

B Material: 600D polyester exterior and 
300D padded polyester interior. 

B ID window and WriteBar for easy ID. 

B Loop platforms for pouches or patches. 
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MICROLIGHTS 


FOR THOSE OF US OF A HISTORICAL BENT, SEPTEMBER IS SHOT THROUGH 
WITH THE DISTANT ROAR OF AIRCRAFT BATTLING FOR SUPREMACY OVER THE 
SOUTH OF ENGLAND. YES, IT’S NO SURPRISE THAT THE BIGGEST RAF AIRSHOWS 
WERE TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
DAYS OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN. HOW MANY OF US HAVE WATCHED AIRCRAFT 
ROAR AND WHEEL ABOVE US AND THOUGHT “IF ONLY I COULD DO THAT?” 


Obtaining your private pilots licence (PPL) in the 
UK is an expensive and time-consuming affair, in 
part because of our variable weather which can 
restrict flying for both novice and experienced pilots. 
Pricey because when all is added up you can easily 
be looking at between £8000 - £11,000 pounds to 
achieve your single engine licence. That’s a lot of 
money in most peoples books. 

This doesn’t mean you dreams need to be dashed 
however, if you are set on powered flight there is 
an alternative, one which will cost you, but cost you 
considerably less. Moreover you could argue that 
the experience is likely to be more akin to that of the 
aviation pioneers of old rather than the power and 
grandeur of the jet age. We give you microlights! 

There are three principle types of microlight, those 


with fixed wings which look like a ‘proper’ aeroplane, 
foldable delta wings with a cockpit suspended 
beneath them and powered parachutes. This month 
we are going to concentrate on the second type, 
which is an extension of the paraglider. 

Although microlights are subject to CAA (Civil 
Aviation Authority) regulations it is arguable that 
getting your licence is cheaper and therefore 
more attainable. The British Microlight Aircraft 
Association (BMAA) estimates that a student coming 
to microlight flying and looking to achieve their 
licence can expect to spend between £2500 and 
£3000 in total to achieve that aim. 

The requirements for a student are similar to those 
for fixed wing aircraft and training and examinations 
cover the following areas: 


B Principles of Flight. 

□ Aviation Law. 

B Aviation Navigation. 

B Aviation Meteorology. 

B Airframes & Engines. 

B Aircraft Instruments. 

B Fire, First Aid, & Safety Equipment. 

B Human Performance Limitations. 

The Airframes & Engines and Principles of Flight 
exams ensure that the student pilot understands 
how the aircraft flies and how its engine and control 
systems work. They also cover aircraft performance 
and the many factors that can affect it in the air and 
when taking off and landing. 

Aviation Law training ensures that the pilot 
understands how the law applies to him or her, 
including when and where they can and cannot fly, 
what documents they must have in their possession, 
what rules they must obey and how they must ensure 
that both they and their aircraft are capable and safe 
for the flights they wish to make. 

Aviation Navigation training on the ground 
provides the pilot with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to plan before a flight and then fly to that 
plan, knowing at all times where they are and how to 
get where they want to go. 
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"One of the advantages of microlight flying is that everything 
is a bit less 'high-tech', again not a criticism because it 
makes it easier to operate the aircraft from areas unsuitable 
for larger and heavier planes. As a result you are likely to 
find a microlight club and school close to you." 


The more navigation is included in flight planning 
on the ground, the easier it is to navigate once in 
the air. 

Aviation Meteorology lessons give a sufficient 
understanding of the weather, and how it affects 
the performance and safety of the aircraft, for the 
pilot to know when it is safe to fly and when it is not. 
This includes being able to anticipate and plan for 
changes to the weather during a flight, especially if it 
is a long cross-country or touring flight. 

Human Performance & Limitations is a relatively 
new subject in aviation and covers all the different 
factors that can affect the way a pilot performs in 
flight. These range from the effects of tiredness, 
alcohol, drugs, lack of oxygen and cold, to 
misperceptions and misjudgements caused from 
stress, anxiety, complacency or confusion. The 
knowledge acquired in studying this subject allows 
the pilot to factor in his or her own performance, 
and importantly its limitations, into their risk 
assessments before flying, (courtesy of the BMAA 
website (www.bmaa.org). 

To achieve an unrestricted licence a pilot must 
have amassed 25 hours of flight time of which 10 
must be solo - for the PPL this figure is 45 hours so 
when you factor in the cost of using a plane just for 
those extra hours it becomes apparent where the 
difference in price lies. 

We could argue that this is flying ‘on the cheap’ 
and in some respects it is but that is not to denigrate 
microlight flying in any way. Any of you who have 
flown in aircraft such as Cessnas and the like will 
recall how cramped the cockpits are, imagine flying 


in an almost unrestricted open cockpit, where you 
have tremendous visibility?! There are very good 
reasons that many photographers choose microlights 
for ariel photographs, there is far less aircraft to get 
in the way! 

One of the advantages of microlight flying is 
that everything is a bit less ‘high-tech’, again not a 
criticism because it makes it easier to operate the 
aircraft from areas unsuitable for larger and heavier 
planes. As a result you are likely to find a microlight 
club and school close to you. Our local airfield offers 
a taster session from £99 per flight during which you 
will get the opportunity to take the controls. It’s a 
relatively inexpensive way to find out if this is for you 
and well worth the money. 

One of the key attractions in flying microlights is 
the cost - as we have seen qualifying is considerably 
cheaper than the equivalent fixed wing license and 
the cost of equipment is also lower. You can find a 
second hand two-stroke powered machine from as 
little as £2500 right up to a brand new four-stroke 
with a two-seat trike for in the region of £100,000 
To put that in perspective though, many luxury cars 
cost at least that these days and last time we looked, 
they don’t fly! Obviously you don’t have to spend 
an absolute fortune although you should factor in 
the cost of helmet(s), radios and flightsuits along 
with the ongoing costs of hangerage, maintenance 
and renewal of airworthiness certificates etc. 

The carrying and use of radios outside controlled 
airspaces isn’t mandatory but if you are serious 
about your flying you should probably consider it as 
it allows you to talk to ground stations and airfields. 


The radio must be licensed at a cost of £15 per 
year and the pilot must hold a license for it’s use. 
Additionally if you are lucky enough to have a bit 
of land, or even access to some, as long as you are 
outside controlled airspace there is nothing to stop 
you flying from that land, can’t easily do that with a 
fixed wing aircraft! 

No flying microlights isn’t as cheap as kicking a 
ball around the park, but be honest, who wants to 
do that when you could be soaring over the British 
countryside or beyond?! 

As far as powered flight is concerned it is pretty 
much impossible to find a cheaper alternative. 
Although each aircraft must be certified annually 
this is done through the BMAA and the owner of 
the aircraft can do all necessary maintenance 
themselves if they are competent to do so which can 
significantly reduce the cost of ownership. 

Enough of all this technical stuff though! The 
sheer delight of puttering along at 60 or 70 mph 
above the ground, in complete control of your own 
aircraft overrides all of this. Yes flying microlights 
is weather dependent but that’s true of most private 
flight - who wants to go up when you can’t see a 
damned thing and you are completely focused on 
staying in the air anyway? Although qualification in 
the UK doesn’t automatically guarantee the right to 
hire and fly abroad, many aviation authorities round 
the world will recognise your UK certification - can 
you think of a better way to see another country 
than from the open cockpit of a light aircraft? We’re 
getting twitchy just thinking about it! Now, where 
did we leave our silk scarf and goggles? 
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JACK PYKE UNDER OUR SPOTLIGHT - THATCH REED 



THE HUNTERS JACKE1 


J ACK PYKE SAY THIS JACKET is breathable, 
waterproof and silent, we’ll come back to 
those claims shortly. The jacket has a full 
length double opening zip, concealed hood 
in pocket, 2 lower front bellows pockets 
with cartridge holders, 2 hand warmer pockets, 1 
internal chest pocket, fold-down waterproof seat 
flap and elasticated weather shrouds on wrists. 
It’s quite easy when presented with any garment 
finished in a striking camouflage to lose sight 
of the basics, but underlying the English Oak is 
a jacket that is not so very different from the 
country classics from Barbour and the like. 

Fit is generous but not overly large and the 
'stealth’ material does exactly what it says on 
the tin. Very soft to the touch there is almost 
no rustling from it in use. We have yet to meet 
anything that doesn’t make some noise, the 
trick is to keep that to the bare minimum and 
Jack Pyke have succeeded in doing that. The 
softness of the finish makes the Hunters jacket a 
very pleasant item to wear, this is further aided 
by the half-mesh lining. Unlike the previously 
mentioned traditional field jackets this garment 
reminds us more of high performance outdoors 
clothing than traditional country fare. 

The design of the pockets is very much what 
you might expect, especially the lower bellows 
pockets with a drainage grommet to allow the 
egress of water should you manage to flood 
them. The cartridge holders are well-thought out 
and can be easily flipped out to lie outside the 
pocket for easy access to your ammunition. Just 
how much use these would see is a rather moot 
point as they only hold five rounds each but the 
point is that they are there and that they work, 
not whether you choose to use them. 

The zipped pocket concealed under the storm 


flap on the left hand side of the jacket, a safe 
place for your wallet, paperwork or phone and is 
deep enough that nothing will fall out even with 
the zip open. We were pleased to see a button on 
the storm cuffs - elasticated cuffs are a god-send 
when the weather is foul or you’re working in 
dense, wet vegetation, but if you are just out for 
a walk or doing something less strenuous, we 
feel they can be a pain. Here it’s easy, just undo 
the button and the sleeve acts just like a sleeve. 
Good thinking on Jack Pyke’s part. 

We found the hand-warmer pockets a little high 
for our liking, but that is very much a personal 
observation - different heights and body shapes 
will probably find them exactly right. They 
do lack a thermal lining but that’s not a major 
issue, more a nice-to-have, chances are you’ll be 
wearing gloves if the weather is that inclement. 

The zip out seat cum game pouch is a nice 
and genuinely useful feature being completely 
lined with waterproof material which will keep 
your derriere dry during a well-earned break or 
whilst waiting and also allows for easy cleaning 
if you choose to stow your days bag in there. 

Not so great unfortunately is the stowaway 
hood. Maybe it was just us but it barely covered 
our head and felt for all the world a bit like a 
medieval skull cap. Bigger would definitely be 
better or alternatively lose the hood completely 
and rely on a hat for top cover. The hood is made 
in an olive coloured nylon and therefore doesn’t 
for an intrinsic part of the overall camouflage. 

The English Oak camo is well rendered and will 
work extremely well in deciduous surroundings. 
We suspect it’ll be just as effective in coniferous 
woodland as well, the real key to concealment 
being a combination of factors, movement, noise 
(or lack thereof) and wind direction to name but 


tnree. i ne jacket is also extremely weatnerproor, 
shrugging of rain and stopping wind dead in it’s 
tracks. This is important for obvious reasons 
and an occasional re-proofing with a wash-in 
product like NikWax would be advisable to keep 
everything in top condition. 

One thing that we and others have commented 
on is that despite not being insulated, the 
Hunters jacket is very efficient at trapping and 
retaining heat, you may well find that you don’t 
need nearly as many layers beneath it as you 
might have thought. This is very welcome as 
no-one likes to feel like a well stuffed pudding 
just in order to stay warm! 

There is a lot to like about this jacket, even at 
the suggested selling price it is a good, value 
for money buy but a little shopping around will 
find it for less, sometimes quite a bit less. If you 
don’t need camouflage, it is available in a plain 
green but hunters and birdwatchers will probably 
appreciate the English Oak or English woodland 
options. If you are looking for an outdoors 
jacket that can take pretty much anything nature 
can dish out this would be a good purchase. It 
uses materials that are bang up to date without 
looking like it would be more at home hiking 
in the Lake District or striding up Kilimanjaro. 

A traditional country jacket with a decidedly 
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ALTHOUGH SOME CLAIM THATTHE 
SA80 WAS DIRECT DESCENDENT 
OF THE RADICAL POST-WAR 
EM2, THE TRUTH IS THAT IT WAS 
DERIVED FROM THE LATER ENFIELD 
INDIVIDUAL WEAPON SYSTEM, 
WITH A NOD BACKTO THE EM2. 
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THE SA80 RIFLE 

AS RUMOURS PERSIST OFTHE BRITISH ARMY LOOKING FOR A REPLACEMENT FOR 
THEIR MAIN BATTLE RIFLE, WE THOUGHT IT TIMELY TO TAKE A LOOK BACK AT THIS 
CONTENTIOUS WEAPON. INTRODUCED IN 1987 IT REPLACED THE L1A1, A BRITISH 
BUILT VARIANTOFTHE 7.62MM FN FAL (FUSIL AUTOMATIQUE LEGERE). FROM THE 
OUTSETTHERE WAS A STRONG CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL, AND THE PERFORMANCE 
OF THE NEW RIFLE DID NOTHING TO DISPELTHIS. PRONE TO JAMMING IN DIFFICULT 
ENVIRONMENTS, EQUIPPED WITH A MAGAZINE CATCH THAT SEEMED TO LIKE 
NOTHING BETTER THAN TO DUMP THE MAG ATTHE MOST INOPPORTUNE MOMENTS 
AND USING PLASTICS WHICH HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED BY FORMER USERS AS “THE 
REJECTS FROM ACTION MAN” THE SA80 DIDN'T ENDEAR ITSELF. 


It underwent a major 
mid-life upgrade at 
the hands of Heckler 
& Koch starting in 
2000. The upgrades 
focussed mainly on the faults identified following 
deployment during the first Iraq war with the 
rifle's performance being described as appalling. 
Ian V Hogg, who has written extensively on 
firearms for decades offered this opinion; “..the 
first five years of this rifles service have been 
disastrous..” Hardly ringing praise. Much has 
been written about the development and the 
decision to adopt the SA80, one of the best 
articles we have seen can be found online at Antill, 
P. (28 August 2009), SA80 (Small Arms for the 
1980s): The Sorry Saga of the British Bulldog's 
Bu 1 1 p u p, http://www. history of war. org/articles/ 
weapons_SA80.html 

Since the upgrade and changes to handling 
and cleaning procedures the rifle's reputation 
has recovered somewhat however it has never 
managed to fully shake off the suspicion that it is 
fundamentally flawed. 

Although some claim that the SA80 was direct 
descendent of the radical post-war EM2, the 
truth is that it was derived from the later Enfield 
Individual Weapon System, with a nod back to 
the EM2. Unfortunately the action of the SA80 
was derived from the AR-18, a weapon designed 
for cheap mass production in areas of the world 
where production facilities were expected to 
be of a lower standard than those found in the 
west. Quite why this decision was taken remains a 
mystery but it's ramifications are far-reaching. 

The most famous Armalite, the AR-15 or M16 
was not without it's share of problems at first. 
These were due to a number of factors - failure 
to properly instruct troops on the importance of 
cleaning, changes to the chemical composition 
of the propellant which dramatically increased 
fouling and the decision, initially at least, not to 
chrome plate the chamber and barrel. Although 
serious, all of these issues were addressed and 
the fact that in various guises the AR-15 has 
seen service worldwide for over fifty years is 
testament to the fundamental strengths of the 
design. Unfortunately this wasn't true of the 
AR-18. Armalite produced this gun after the 
departure of Eugene Stoner from the company, 
although we can only speculate whether or not 
his involvement would have made for a better 
gun. The AR-18 was always intended to be the 
cheaper option and lacked much of the finesse 


of the AR-15, being constructed from stamped 
and welded steel and using a more conventional 
short-stroke piston design in place of the direct 
gas impingement system found in the AR-15. 

The bottom line is that the AR-18, although not 
a particularly bad weapon wasn't a good one. 
Sterling Arms, now long gone, had the licence to 
build these and made precious few sales. 

One can only ask why the action from a weapon 
that was marginal at best was chosen as the heart 
of the British Army's newest rifle? 

Cost may have been one of the reasons - in 
the article linked to above there is a suggestion 
that parts from AR-18s were found in the SA80 
prototypes - not copies of the parts, but items 
from weapons purchased previously. While the 
argument against re-inventing the wheel is a 
strong one, the counter arguments that is the 
'wheel' is square, going back to the drawing board 
has real merit may well apply here. 

As ever, there is a strong whiff of politics and 
economics surrounding the design, testing and 
acceptance of the SA80. Antill's article cited 
above goes into this in far more detail that we 
can here, but there is prima facie evidence that, 
intending to sell off Royal Enfield the Government 
wanted it's order books to be full, making it more 
attractive to a prospective buyer. A large order 
to supply rifles to the British Army would do that 
quite nicely. There are also some very pointed 
questions to be asked about the testing and 
acceptance regime at the time which have never 
been satisfactorily answered. 

All of this however is history. The SA80 was 
adopted, it was issued and it was dreadful - even 
after the Heckler and Koch re-working of 200,00 
rifles there is still fierce debate about whether 
or not the rifle is fit for purpose. We at Raider 
have heard both views from those that have used 
the weapon, either it's still a lamentable piece of 
excrement or it's a perfectly serviceable weapon 
if properly cared for. The very fact that this 
discussion continues, nearly thirty years after its 
introduction is telling, as is the fact that other than 
a few minor sales, no other country was interested 
then or now in the SA80. 

It is open to speculation whether things might 
have been very different if, at the time the EM2 
was briefly adopted as 'Rifle, No. 9' the USA hadn't 
railroaded the rest of NATO into adopting the 
7.62x51mm round as standard - a standard they 
were to be the first to drop as soon as the AR-15 
came on board. The EM2 may well have been able 
to handle the smaller round, and was arguably a 



much better rifle than the SA80, even if it does 
bear a superficial resemblance. 

Despite upgrades small and large over it's 
years of service the days of the SA80 must be 
numbered. Britain's stocks of these weapons are 
getting older and more worn and an alternative 
will have to be found at some point. Lacking any 
credible arms manufacturing industry these days 
it is most likely that Britain will have to purchase 
a weapons system that is already available. 
Rumours abound, with the Belgian F2000 
being mentioned more than once. Although a 
highly capable rifle, we do wonder if the Army's 
experience with bullpup rifles might cause them 
to shy away from replacing one with another. In 
truth the F2000 and the SA80 couldn't be more 
different - one is the product of a company with a 
high reputation for leading edge design and high 
quality production, the other could not be further 
removed for those ideals. The alternatives, 
assuming we discount any form of AK derivative 
are likely to come from the legacy of the AR-15. 
Heckler and Koch make the highly respected 416 
range of rifles, essentially gas-piston versions of 
the M4, but H&K are no longer part of Bae Systems 
and therefore not a 'British' company. Silly though 
it might seem, politics and national interest will 
play a part again, despite the crippling effects 
they seem to have had on the SA80 programme. 
Likewise the G36 which has recently been in the 
news for all the wrong reasons as it appears that 
operation in regions with high mean temperature 
may be adversely affecting accuracy, indeed H&K 
have admitted as much. 

The Steyr AUG, much respected is getting a 
bit long in the tooth but still viable, however 
the decision may ultimately not just be one of 
platform but of calibre. Doubts still exist about 
the efficacy of the 5.56mm NATO round with 
stories in the British press suggesting that her 
special forces have increasingly used weapons 
chambered for the older but much harder-hitting 
7.62mm round. It's fanciful we suspect, but 
Britain could opt to adopt one of the newer 
intermediate rounds, either the 6.5mm Grendel 
or the 6.8mm Remington SPC (special purpose 
cartridge). Both are claimed to give superior 
range and stopping power in a round which 
has the same overall dimensions as the current 
5.56mm. It would be a brave Government that 
backed such a move and we don't expect to see 
such a Government now or in the future. 

It is likely therefore that the replacement will 
be chambered for 5.56mm and if we had to stick 
a pin in a list we think that an AR-15 derivative 
is most likely as well. Good though the current 
bullpup options might be our guess is that the 
legacy of the SA80 programme will be a natural 
attraction to a well-tried and proven system; for 
all it's teething problems back in the 1960s the 
AR-15 is now battle proven, it's weaknesses are 
well known and have largely been addressed 
and there are a huge variety to potentially 
choose from. 

Whether this is the rifle or the platform that 
the British Army needs is a whole other question 
and one that cannot be addressed here. Should 
any replacement rifle have a fully automatic 
capability? Should it be modular? Time will 
ultimately tell and we, and those who will have to 
live with these decisions, will have to wait and see 
what the future brings. 

Until then, the SA80 family will have to soldier 
on, ugly and often unloved it may represent the 
nadir of Britain's small-arms history. 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE AND INDIAN 
AIR FORCE ’IAF’ AIRCRAFT ARE 
'DOGFIGHTING' IN A MAJOR 
AIRFOWER TRAINING EXERCISE 
IN THE SKIES ABOVE BRITAIN. 
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IT'S APPROPRIATE IN THE MONTH THAT 
SEESTHE75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
START OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN THAT 
THE SKYABOUTTHE UNITED KINGDOM 
SHOULD ONCE AGAIN REVERBERATE TO THE 
SOUND OF AIRCRAFT DOGFIGHTING. THIS 
TIME HOWEVER IT'S ENTIRELY PEACEFUL, 
EVEN IFTHE PURPOSE ISTO GIVE BOTH 
SIDES A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
n HALLENGES FACED BY AIR FORCES IN THE 
I0DERN WORLD. THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 
AS WELCOMED COUNTERPARTS FROM 
HE INDIAN AIR FORCE ALONG WITH THEIR 
LANKER, RUSSIAN BUILT FIGHTERS. 



For Exercise Indradanush the 
IAF has flown their Russian built 
Flanker jet fighters, along with 
transport and tanker aircraft, 
across three continents to train 
with their RAF counterparts. 
Designed to reinforce the strategic 
relationship and enhance the 
mutual operational understanding 
between the two air forces, pilots 
and ground forces from both 
nations are participating in a series 
of increasingly complex training 
scenarios. 

The visiting IAF personnel are 
commanded by Group Captain 
Astiu. He said: 

“Every Air Force has got some 
pluses and some minuses. We are 
here to take pluses from the Royal 
Air Force and we expect they will 
take a lot of pluses from our side. 
We are complimenting each other 
and as far as the Indian contingent 
is concerned it is action packed and 
we are enjoying it.” 
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RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire is hosting four 
Su-30MKI Flanker fighters whose crews are training 
with the Typhoon FGR4 equipped 3(Fighter) 
Squadron. Officer Commanding 3(F) Sqn is Wing 
Commander Chris Moon: 

“This is an exciting exercise for us. In the Typhoon 
Force we deploy around the world on various 
exercises so to have an Air Force as respected as the 
IAF with their Su-30 Flankers is a huge experience 
for us and we’re really enjoying flying with them. 

It’s only through doing different things that we 
really learn. We’re working together on the ground, 
we’re planning and briefing together, flying together 
in the air and then debriefing and we’re learning a 
lot from each other.” 


Over the course of two weeks the complexity of 
the training sorties is increasing, starting from 
one on one dogfights to sorties involving up to 20 
fighters. Speaking shortly after his first encounter 
with the thrust vector equipped Su-30, RAF Typhoon 
pilot Flight Lieutenant Mike Highmoor had no doubt 
about the value of the bilateral exercise: 

“This is fantastic. It’s the first time I’ve flown 
against a Flanker this morning and it’s fascinating 
to see another air force do its thing in a different 
aeroplane. Flying against an aircraft which is 
comparable to the Typhoon isn’t something we get 
to fight against on a regular basis in the UK. It’s very 
exciting. It’s an incredibly impressive fighter but the 
Typhoon is a good match for it.” 
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The IAF Exercise Director is Wing Commander Joarder 
who said: 

“This is a good way to exchange our experience, 
share our thoughts and go ahead with working 
together as a team. The IAF used to be the Royal 
Indian Air Force so we have a lot of commonality 
in terms of structure, organisation and training. 
Aviation is not in itself very different, so we also have 
similar missions, concepts, strategies and tactics as 
the RAF. So we gain tremendously when we share our 
experiences together.” 

The IAF transport aircraft, a C-17 and C-130J, and 
11-78 air-refuelling tanker are training with their 
RAF counterparts at RAF Brize Norton. The ground 
element of the exercise is centred on RAF Honington 
where IAF Garud Commandos are working with their 
RAF Regiment counterparts including a series of 
parachute jumps from both nations’ Hercules tactical 
transport aircraft. 

The two week exercise concluded on the 31 July. 
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RAIDER DIGITAL 


HERE AT RAIDER WE ARE COMMITTED TO 
BRINGING YOU THE BEST MAGAZINE WE 
CAN AND TO MAKE IT EASIER TO GET YOUR 
MONTHLY FIX. THANKS TO SOME HUGE 
IMPROVEMENTS IN HOW WE DELIVER OUR 
DIGITALVERSIONS WE ARE NOW PROUD 
TO SAYTHAT RAIDER IS AVAILABLE IN 
MORE FORMATS THAN EVER BEFORE! 

WHY GO DIGITAL? 

As publishers, we are passionate about printed products. 

There’s nothing better than the feeling of opening up a 
fresh magazine and seeing our hard work in print and to 
be able to add another volume to the shelves is a satisfying 
experience but we realise that for many people, reams and 
reams of paper magazines just isn’t feasible. If you live 
your life on the go, have limited space or just don’t fancy cluttering up your house with 
piles of magazines there’s now another option. 

We realise the way that many people read magazines is changing. Sometimes it’s just 
not practical to carry a paper copy around with you on busses, trains or on holiday and 
with amazing devices like the iPhone, the iPad and the Kindle, reading in a digital format 
is now easier and more comfortable than ever, no matter where you are. 

We also realise that because of the proliferation of the Internet and near instant 
transference of huge amounts of data, people expect to be able to get their hands on 
things, fast and rightly so. Why should readers the world over have to wait in this day and 
age? With Raider’s digital version everyone can get their copy at the same time. 

If you are particularly environmentally conscious, Raider Digital versions are also 
much greener. Even though our paper magazines are produced responsibly and from 
sustainable sources an application needs no freight carriage and has no wastage so it will 
always have a lower carbon footprint! 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Our goal in partnering with PocketMags.com was to make Ai easier to find and more 
compatible than before. Now it’s simple to find, sample and buy your digital magazines... 
Simply search the Newsstand or App Store for “Airsoft International” and follow the 
prompts. You’ll be able to download the application and find the latest issues on your 
device as soon as they are available. 




pockelmagscofn 

Once you have created your account 
from any device, you’ll always be 
able to sign in and read them via the 
App or even via www.pocketmags. 
com on your desktop PC or Mac, using 
your username and password, as that 
annoying meerkat says, “simples!” 

You can buy subscription bundles 
from as little as £10.99 but when your 
subscription runs out, you’ll always be 
able to access your magazines, just 
like owning a physical copy except they 
don’t end up tatty, torn and dog-eared! 


£3.99 

SINGLE ISSUE 

OF RAIDER 
MAGAZINE 

GETTHEVERY LATEST ISSUE 

OF RAIDER MAGAZINE 
ATYDUR FINGERTIPS NO 
MATTER WHERE YOU ARE! 

£10.99 

THREE ISSUES 

OF RAIDER 
MAGAZINE 

THREE ISSUES OF RAIDER TO 
DOWNLOAD TO YOUR LIBRARY. 

NO TIME LIMIT. CHOOSE BACK 
ISSUES OR SELECT NEW ISSUES. 

£17.99 

SIX ISSUES 

OF RAIDER 
MAGAZINE 

HALF A YEAR S WORTH OF RAIDER 
FOR LESS THEN £20, READYTO 
i DOWNLOAD NOW. CHOOSE BACK 
ISSUES OR SELECT NEW ISSUES. 
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BLADE JAGAZINE OVERALL KNIF E OF THE YE AR! 
■KiTiomste e L»TTBTiTtTHR eeTrar idRxcHa HGEl^i 
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CARBON FIBRE 
£217.95 s ' ' 


SCHRADE 

F36 

£33.95 


SILKY POCKET BOY 
FOLDING SAW 
£30.95 Vi 


SCHRADE 


SCHRADE 
BOLO MACHETE 
£59.95 


PENTAGON 
GERAKI JACKET 


DAVOSA MILITARY 

AUTOMATIC 

£495.95 


SCHRADE 



KLARUS XT12 


STEEL FLAME 
STERLING SILVER 
PENDANTS 
FROM E145.95.sJ 


PENTAGON 
PINDOS THERMAL 
UNDER SHIRT 
E17.95 


£83.95 
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ti-mlt pen ^^TI-BOLT peni 
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Prices correct at time of press, July 20 IS, and may be subject to change. Please check heinnie.com for latest prices 


PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL NOT SELL A KNIFE OR ANYTHING 20lS£Heinnie Haynes, Units 4-6. Windmill Industrial Estate (*\ 03303000400 

WITH A BLADETO ANYONE UNDERTHE AGE OF 19- Wimborne Road, Barry. Vale of Glamorgan, CF43 3DH IV/ ^ ' U 
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With built in quad mag capacity and 
numerous utility/pistol mag pouches the 
Special Ops Chest Rig is capable of bearing 
a substantial load in a minimal design. The 
low profile setup allows the rig to be worn 
beneath outer layers such as jackets/smocks 
and also allows better manoeuvrability in 
confined environments. 

Material: 600D Cordura 
Size: One Size, Fully Adjustable 

BLACK COYOTE GREEN V-CAM 

■ 



1 X 4 CAPACITY MAC SLEEVE 
3 X FRONT UTILITY POUCH 
IX CPS RADIO POUCH 

2 X PISTOL MAC POUCH 

VELCRO ID PANEL 

QUICK RELEASE BUCKLES 

IMPACT REDUCTION 
BUNGEE STRAPS 

600D CORDURA 




GETTHE 


STOCKISTS CATALOGUE 

www.vipertactical.co.uk 







